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iar with the properties and practical application of Zyklon B as well as CO. 
The Commission questioned ex-inmates, who incidentally were already aware 
of the conclusions drawn by the former. Regarding the homicidal gassings, the 
protocol states: ^6 





“4 See Chapter IV. 

^5 Zofia Murawska, op. cit. (note 242), p. 146. The Security Police's Polish youth detention 
camp was located in Przemyslowa Street in Lodz. Obozy hitlerowskie na ziemiach polskich 
1939-1945, op. cit. (note 208), p. 297. 

^$ GARF, 7021-107-9, pp. 311a-313a. 
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"VI. Gassings 

One of the most commonly used methods for exterminating human beings in 
the Lublin camp was gassing. 

According to the findings of the technical expert report, six gas chambers were 
set up on the grounds of the camp. These chambers are equipped with special fa- 
cilities: the presence of a gas pipe, the presence of a special room with fixtures for 
connecting the gas bottles [to the gas pipe] and to introduce the gas into the cham- 
ber, etc. People were gassed in these chambers with hydrogen cyanide (substance 
Zyklon’) as well as with CO (carbon monoxide). 

A considerable quantity of hydrogen cyanide (substance 'Zyklon ) in special 
cans as well as a few bottles of CO were found on the area of the camp (see file 
about the inspection—l.d.°" 575). 

The technical expert report concluded: 

‘All these chambers, and especially Nos. I, II and IV, were designed and used 
as sites for the systematic mass extermination of human beings by means of poi- 
soning with poison gases such as hydrocyanic acid (the substance 'Zyklon ) and 
carbon monoxide. If Chambers V and VI were also used for disinfestation pur- 
poses, then only for the treatment of the clothing of exterminated victims.’ (l.d. 
585). 

Numerous witnesses who were questioned on this topic reported a considerable 
number of cases of mass poisoning of human beings in these gas chambers. Men, 
women and children were asphyxiated here. All the weak inmates, those unfit for 
physical labor, those suffering from typhus—all those whom the Germans deemed 
it necessary to kill—were taken here. 

The witness Stanislawski reports: 

In March 1943, 300 Poles were gassed in the gas chamber; on May 16 or 17, 
1943, 157 children of Jewish nationality were murdered in the same chamber. I 
witnessed these horrors myself, since I was on duty as courier at the gate to the 
third camp Compound. First, the children were led to the Bath, where they un- 
dressed; then they were chased into the gas chamber; any that resisted were 
gunned down. Obersturmführer THUMANN did it himself. Afterwards, all the shot 
and gassed children were thrown onto a lorry and taken to the camp crematorium 
to be burned. Fourteen Russian POWs operated the gas chamber and the bath. 
They were ordered to go into the gas chamber and to squeeze the children more 
tightly together. As soon as they had entered, the chamber door closed behind 
them, and all 14 of them were poisoned together with the children. 

On June 20, 1943, 350 Jews were undressed on the first camp Compound and 
led into the Bath, where they were killed in the gas chamber. 

On October 14, 1943, 250 or 270 Jews were gassed in the same place (l.d. 7). 

Eyewitness Solowjew reports, 'I myself saw how the bodies of men, women and 
children of various ages who had been asphyxiated in the gas chamber were laid 
on lorries and taken to the crematorium to be burned’ (l.d. 76). 

Prisoner-of-war Dr. Konajko recounts: 

‘After that I had several opportunities to see for myself that this chamber 
served to gas people, and I observed that dead bodies were taken from there to the 


^" List doprosa = Interrogation Sheet. 
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crematorium, by truck and trailer. Particularly in April and May [year is not 
stated] bodies were taken from this gas chamber, and I later learned that 50 pris- 
oners had been gassed’ (l.d. 222a). 

OKUPJAK, a resident of the city of Lublin who worked in the camp barracks 
as water pipe fitter, reports: 

'I myself saw how dead people were dragged out of this gas chamber. The bod- 
ies were placed on two platforms (?)... When these were loaded with dead bodies, 
a tractor came to take the bodies to the crematorium, that is, where the bodies 
were burned.' He continues: 'The vehicles loaded in this way with children drove 
up to the gas chamber. The next day I saw how people who worked there carried 
the dead bodies of children out of the gas chamber "d 301). 

The witness SELENT reports on the gassing of 87 Poles on March 15, 1944: 

'I already learned of the existence and workings of the gas chamber in the very 
first days of my stay in the camp. On March 15, I made first-hand acquaintance 
with it when 87 people from a transport that had arrived together with me were 
simply led off from our Compound. All of them were Poles who were unable to 
work due to weakness, physical ailments or occasional illness. All these 87 people 
were herded together in our Block 15, at seven o'clock in the evening; they had to 
undress, even take off their shoes, and then they were driven, on cars, to the gas 
chamber, where they were all exterminated. I myself saw how they were crowded 
naked onto the car and taken out of the Compound; I knew some of them person- 
ally. From people who worked in the camp office, I learned that the following 
morning these 87 people were deleted from the list of the living and entered into 
the list of the deceased’ (l.d. 358). 

The eyewitness and former camp inmate Jan Wolski provided an immensely de- 
tailed account of the mass murder of people in the gas chambers: 

‘In October of 1942 a large number of women and children were brought into 
the camp. The healthy ones were led off to forced labor, but all the sick, weak and 
children were taken to the Bath, where they were ordered to undress, and then they 
were all asphyxiated in the gas chamber. The bodies of the victims were driven to 
the ovens, where they were burned. One must assume that the gassing victims suf- 
fered greatly before they died; the distorted expressions of the dead people 5 faces 
and eyes, which I saw myself, showed that. 

In March of 1943, another 250 women and children were gassed in the same 
chamber, and another 300 people of various nationalities just a few days later. 

On May 16 or 17, 1943, cars brought 157 children aged 2 to 10 years to the 
camp; all of them were murdered in the gas chamber. The witnesses to this deed, 
14 Russian POWs who operated the chambers and the bath, were killed together 
with the children. 

In June 1943, on Compound I, 300 to 350 inmates were ordered to strip naked, 
and despite the heavy rain they were then herded naked into the Bath, from where 
they did not return. After they were murdered in the gas chamber, they were driven 
in cars to the ovens to be burned. 

In July 1943 the camp administration gathered up all the sick POWs and in- 
mates, approximately 600 people altogether, and killed them all in the gas cham- 
ber. The bodies were transported to the ovens by various means, and burned. 
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That same month, another 200 people were exterminated the same way, and 
cremated in the ovens’ (l.d. 199). 

The witness and former inmate BENEN recounts: 

'Right after my arrival in April 1943, I saw how approximately 200 people 
were gassed. They were taken from the third Compound to the gas chamber, after 
they had been told that they would take a bath and get a change of clothing there. 
They were stripped naked and led into the Bath. A short time later, bodies were 
carried out of the room and laid on a bus driven right up to the door. I was doing 
field work near the Bath and saw this with my own eyes dd 510). 

The Germans doing duty in the camp themselves reported about mass murder 
with gas. 

'On September 15, 1942,' says SS-Rottenführer GENSCHE (or Hensche), who 
was stationed at the camp from July 15, 1942, on, ‘350 people, including women 
and children, were killed in the gas chamber. Their bodies were burned. I was in- 
formed of this by Obersturmführer GERSCHON [spelling in original; this may be a 
reference to SS-Rottenführer PERSCHON] personally, who was in charge of the 
Baths and the gas chambers’ dd 471). 

SS-man Wilhelm GERSTMEIER [actually: Gerstenmeier] reports abut the 
homicidal gassings: 

‘From accounts by the camp orderlies—SS-Rottenführer ENDRESS and SS- 
Rottenführer PERSCHON— know that inmates, including many women, old peo- 
ple and children, were systematically killed in the gas chambers with the gas 'Zyk- 
lon’. Camp doctors—Hauptsturmführer BLANKE and Obersturmführer RIND- 
FLEISCH—were present when the people were taken to the gas chamber. 

Very often, THUMANN also attended these exterminations. The bodies of the 
asphyxiated victims were burned in the crematorium. Many hundreds of people 
were murdered in the gas chambers in September and October 1943 alone. En- 
dress and Perschon told me that 150 children 10 to 12 years of age had been as- 
phyxiated in the gas chamber on one single day. While on duty, Endress and Per- 
schon often visited the Bath and the gas chamber, and were present at these exter- 
minations (l.d. 463). 

SS-officer THERNES recounts: 

'On October 16, 1943, an inmate transport 5,000 strong arrived from Warsaw. 
Under the leadership of camp physician Hauptsturmführer BLANKE, all the new 
arrivals were given a medical exam, and everyone who was unfit to work—there 
were 500 of them—was separated. This group included many women and children. 
They were led to the Bath, where they were killed in the gas chambers. That eve- 
ning I personally saw bodies being transported on large lorries from the gas 
chamber to the crematorium. My co-workers’ reports indicate that the bodies were 
burned on pyres beside the crematorium...’ 

Further: 

‘In the evening of October 21, 1943, the camp physician SS-Untersturmführer 
RINDFLEISCH told me that 300 children 3 to 10 years of age had been killed in 
the gas chamber with the gas Zyklon today" (l.d. 525). 

SS-Rottenführer Theo SCHÓLEN, a member of the Fascist party since 1937, 
attested with regard to the mass gassings of human beings in the Lublin camp: 
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‘I know that people were systematically murdered with gas in the gas chamber 
here. Inmates under my charge told me that they had personally witnessed more 
than 150 children being asphyxiated in the gas chamber. That was in July 1943. I 
myself saw the bodies of the victims being taken out of the gas chamber the next 
morning. A truck with a trailer was loaded with the bodies; altogether more than 
100 bodies were loaded up. I often saw this truck and trailer driving back and 
forth between the gas chamber and the crematorium, leaving the gas chamber 
loaded with corpses and returning again empty’ (l.d. 417). 

The German STALP also confirms the mass extermination of men, women and 
children in the gas chambers (l.d. 474). 

Later it was found that the Germans made equally extensive use of gas vans 
for killing people. The witness ATROCHOW saw this gas van' himself and de- 
scribes it as follows: 

‘This gas van was a hermetically sealable bus, earthy gray in color; it could 
hold 60 people, who were poisoned in it with exhaust gas. The people were poi- 
soned on the drive from the city to the crematorium, and they were always already 
dead on arrival at the crematorium. Obersturmftihrer Gotschik has provided me 
with detailed witness testimony about the gas van’ "dd 93). 

Stetdiner, a soldier in the Polish army who had fallen into German captivity in 
1939 and who was questioned on this subject, also gives a detailed description of 
this gas van. He says: 

‘More than once, gas vans came and brought fresh corpses. There could be no 
doubt that these victims had only just been asphyxiated, for the bodies were still 
warm... There were cases where these gas vans arrived three times daily. Exter- 
nally, it was a truck with a massive metal box and metal floor; the door could be 
closed airtight. A hose ran from the engine under the box, connecting the engine 
with the box floor; there were numerous small openings in the floor, like a grid’ 
(d 438a). 

Therefore, the Germans used not only [stationary] gas chambers to asphyxiate 
people in Lublin, but also mobile gas chambers—gas vans, the so-called 
‘Duschegubki’ [soul-killers] in which people were poisoned with exhaust gases. 

Thus, the mass murder of people in gas chambers is substantiated as follows: 

First, by the testimonies of a considerable number of eyewitnesses; 

Second, by the construction system of the gas chambers and the gas pipes con- 
tained therein; 

Third, by the hydrogen cyanide gas (substance ‘Zyklon’) in special cans, found 
in great numbers at the murder site, and by ‘CO’ gas in bottles. " 

In numerical respects alone, this report surprises the reader with its gro- 


[498] 


tesque imbalance of charges and evidence. On the one hand, it cites all of 9 
witnesses (13 if one counts the SS-men), even though fully 1,500 inmates had 
remained in the camp. On the other hand, the report describes gassing as hav- 
ing been one of the most-used methods of extermination, which means that it 
must have claimed the lives of many hundreds of thousands of inmates if the 


“8 Duschegubka in Russian. 
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total victim count of 1.5 million"? postulated by the Commission were cor- 
rect. The thirteen witnesses quoted tell of a total of 19 gassings; the victim 
counts they cite total 4,414 dead (plus a few hundred). 

Surely the Commission questioned not only the 13 witnesses mentioned in 
this report. It is no less certain that it chose the most important witness state- 
ments to support its conclusions. This is where the Commission's dishonesty 
becomes especially clear: it supports its allegation that hundreds of thousands 
of people were gassed with eyewitness testimony according to which a maxi- 
mum of just over 5,000 people died in the gas chambers. 

From a qualitative perspective, the report suffers from a further, obvious 
discrepancy. The Polish-Soviet Commission was composed of engineers who 
were thoroughly familiar with the properties and use of Zyklon B and CO. 
Accordingly, their conclusions could not agree with the silly imaginings with 
which the inmates attempted to flesh out the rumors of homicidal gassings. 
For this reason the report perforce had to dispense with the witnesses quoted 
by C. Simonov—which results in the strange phenomenon that those inmates 
who were 'in the know” could not be heard while those who knew nothing be- 
came witnesses for the prosecution! 

The statements cited in the report reveal the discomfiture of ‘witnesses’ 
who knew nothing but had to bring charges anyway: while these ex-inmates 
do speak of murders in the gas chamber (always in the singular, with one ex- 
ception), they fail to specify just where exactly this gas chamber was located 
and how the gassing actually took place, and they never even mention Zyklon 
B or CO. Their accounts clearly show that they were witnesses to the afore- 
mentioned selections and falsely concluded that they had observed the pream- 
ble to homicidal gassings. This follows most obviously from the statements of 
the witness Benen who has an entire gassing take place right in the Shower 
(without specifying whether this Shower was in Barrack 41 or 42), and from 
the statement of the witness Selent who speaks of 300 to 350 inmates being 
sent naked into the Bath, "from where they did not return". The prisoners did 
not know what really took place, and therefore they gave free rein to their 
imagination. In the process they produced the most flagrant contradictions, 
such as inmates Stanislawski who claims to have witnessed the gassing of 157 
children at the entrance to Compound III, approximately 350 m distant from 
Barrack 41, but then proceeds to describe the alleged events as though he had 
been inside the barrack. 

These witnesses also make do with an incredibly vague description of the 
gassings themselves. 

Whenever there is an opportunity to compare the eyewitness testimony 
with documented facts, the former proves to be false. For example, according 
to the inmate Wolski, 600 registered prisoners were gassed in July 1943, but 


^? See Chapter IV. 
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this figure exceeds the total of new arrivals to the camp that month.” The in- 
mate Selent speaks of the March 15, 1944, gassing of 87 Poles who "were de- 
leted from the list of the living the following morning and entered into the list 
of the deceased", whereas in fact only 34 deaths were recorded on March 16 
of that year, of which only three were Poles; the proportion of Poles among 
the total casualties also remained relatively low in the days to follow.” 

The ignorance of these witnesses also becomes apparent with regard to the 
number of alleged execution gassings and of their victims; as we have already 
pointed out, the figures they cite stand in glaring contradiction to those the 
Commission alleges. For example, the witness to give the most details—Jan 
Wolski—speaks of only seven gassings totaling some 2,000 victims for a pe- 
riod of fully nine months, October 1942 to July 1943. 

Time and again the witness statements claim that inmates were not only 
sent into the Bath but that bodies were also carried out and to the cremato- 
rium. If this claim were based on fact, another misunderstanding is no doubt at 
work here. As we have seen in Chapter VI, Chambers I and III had most likely 
been converted to temporary morgues in which a CO; cooling system was in- 
stalled. If this hypothesis 1s correct, then clearly the witnesses simply misin- 
terpreted what they saw by taking two real but unrelated events—the move- 
ment into Barracks 41 and 42 of inmates to be transferred to other camps, and 
the removal of dead bodies from the mortuaries of Barrack 41 to the cremato- 
rium—and construing them to indicate murder. 

Two witnesses, Stetdiner and Atrochow, speak of the use of gas vans in 
Majdanek. This is news even to official historiography, according to which 
homicidal gas vans were allegedly used in the Chełmno camp, on the Eastern 
front, and in Serbia, but not in Majdanek. However, here, too, there is a poten- 
tial explanation. In Chapter VI we pointed out that the Central Construction 
Office of Majdanek had a working relationship with the company Bernhard J. 
Goedecker of Munich, which had worked with the Sanitation Institute of the 
Waffen-SS to design mobile disinfestation facilities. These worked along the 
lines of a hot air-steam-hot air process; disinfestation took place "in a closed 
chamber mounted on a vehicle"? It is certainly possible that such a facility 
was sent to the Lublin camp, where an inmate thought it was a mobile gas 
chamber for killing people. 

The four SS-men who were interrogated by the Polish-Soviet Commission 
and who realized that the noose was pulling tighter and tighter around their 
necks showed a downright servile willingness to collaborate (for which one 
can hardly blame them), but their obvious good intentions to ‘confess’ every- 
thing could not hide the fact that they knew nothing of homicidal gassings. 





500 Of 35 inmates to die on the 17th, 7 were Poles, 6 of 46 on the 18th, 19 of 69 on the 19th, and 
4 of 31 on the 20th. GARF, 7021-107-9, pp. 177-187. 
50! Walter Dötzer, op. cit. (note 326), p. 29. 
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SS-Rottenfiihrer Gensche (or Hensche) had spent two years in the camp but 
could tell of only one gassing operation, with 350 victims—and not even as 
first-hand witness, since his information had come from SS-Oberscharfiihrer 
Perschon. SS-Hauptscharfiihrer Gerstenmeier also had only second-hand 
knowledge of gassings; his sources were SS-Oberscharfiihrer Endress and, 
again, Perschon. And, in a truly amazing twist, SS-Rottenführer Schólen was 
actually alerted to the gassing of 150 children by the inmates under his com- 
mand! Obviously the prisoners were far better informed about the events in 
the camp than the SS were... Only SS-Rottenfiihrer Thernes seconded the 
statements of the aforementioned witnesses and reported that on October 16, 
1943, a transport of 5,000 new arrivals from Warsaw was screened and that 
500 people deemed unfit to work had been selected for the gas chambers. 
However, the large transports from Warsaw to Majdanek took place between 
May and August 1943;° beyond that, we must note that the percentage of 
prisoners allegedly fit to work (90%) is too high to be credible. Thernes was 
also aware of a second gassing, but he had only heard of it from SS- 
Untersturmführer Rindfleisch. 

In light of these plain and unambiguous facts it is hardly necessary to 
spend more time on the post-War eyewitness testimony about homicidal gas- 
sings in Majdanek. It speaks volumes that J. Marszalek, the official historian 
of the Majdanek camp, devoted all of two pages to the gassings there, and 
supports these by quoting, not a former inmate of Majdanek or an SS-man 
who had been stationed there, but SS-Rottenführer Pery Broad, who had been 
stationed in Auschwitz. Marszałek writes: ** 

"The technique of killing with the gas is presented below by Perry [sic] Broad, 
an employee of the Political Division of the Auschwitz camp. A similar technique 
was applied in Majdanek. " 

It would be hard to imagine how the total bankruptcy of the official Ma- 
jdanek historiography could be exposed more drastically! 


502 See Chapter II. 

503 At that time, according to a May 26, 1944 report (NG-2190) by E. von Thadden, only one- 
third of the deported Hungarian Jews were fit to work. 

504 J, Marszałek, op. cit. (note 209), p. 141. 
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Chapter VIII: 
Zyklon B Deliveries 
to the Concentration Camp Majdanek 


1. Zyklon B: Manufacturers and Distributors 


In Germany, Zyklon B was manufactured by two companies: the Dessau 
Plant for Sugar and Chemical Industry A.G. in Dessau and the Kali Works 
A.G. in Kolin. Both firms produced this insecticide for DEGESCH 
(Deutsche Gesellschaft für Schädlingsbekämpfung, German Society for Pest 
Control), which owned the patent and the manufacturing license and was thus 
the actual producer of the substance. 

DEGESCH did not sell Zyklon B directly but via two main distributors: the 
Frankfurt-based company Heerdt und Lingler GmbH (“Heli”) and the Ham- 
burg-based company Tesch und Stabenow International Society for Pest Con- 
trol (“Testa”), who had split the market between them. Heli operated in the 
territories west of the Elbe river, Testa in those east thereof, including the 
Sudeten Gau, the General Government and the Reich Commissioner's De- 
partment East; it also sold the insecticide in Denmark, Norway and Finland. 
Accordingly, the concentration camp Majdanek, being on the territory of the 
General Government, obtained its Zyklon B from the company Testa. 

An extensive correspondence on this subject between the camp administra- 
tion, Testa, and the SS institutions also involved in the Zyklon B deliveries has 
survived to present times. This correspondence "5 was examined by the Polish 
historian Adela Toniak, whose study reproduces 37 of the total 60 documents 
involved." According to the author, the correspondence in question was 
found, together with other documents, in July 1944 in a German truck parked 
on the camp grounds." The extant documentation allows us to reconstruct 
this aspect of the camp's history almost completely. However, to make all this 
easier to understand, we shall first outline the bureaucratic procedures in- 
volved in obtaining supplies of this insecticide. 





595 The company 1.G. Farbenindustrie AG only manufactured the warning substance bromoace- 
tic-methylester and the stabilizer chlorocarbonic-methlyester. 

506 APMM, sygn. Ld.2, v. 1. 

507 Adela Toniak, op. cit. (note 376), pp. 129-170. 

508 Ibid., p. 132. 
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2. The Bureaucratic Procedure for Obtaining Zyklon B 


A shipment of Zyklon B to the concentration camp Majdanek (and to any 
other German camp as well) required three separate approvals from higher SS 
authorities: one sanitation-medical, one financial and one budgetary approval. 
The path taken by an order was as follows: 

The first camp physician requisitioned a certain quantity of Zyklon B from 
the Administration, specifying its intended use. The Administration passed this 
request on to Amt DIII (Sanitation and Camp Hygiene) of the SS Economic- 
Administrative Main Office, which approved the order if it was justified from 
a sanitation and medical perspective. Next, the Administration of camp Ma- 
jdanek turned to Amt DIV (Concentration Camp Administration), whose Sec- 
tion DIV/5 (Legal, Taxation and Contract Matters) saw to the required financ- 
ing and approved the necessary funds. Payment was then made via Section 
DIV/1 (Budget, Funds and Salaries). 

Since all materials, especially metals, were rationed under the conditions 
imposed by the war economy, the company Tesch und Stabenow could only 
sell the Zyklon B to a state authority 1f it was granted a sufficient quantity of 
iron to manufacture the cans in which the Zyklon B was packaged. This requi- 
sition (called “Kennziffer”, or Reference Number) was sent by Tesch und Sta- 
benow to the Zyklon B manufacturer Dessau Plant, which then received the 
iron needed for the cans from the appropriate state authority. 776 g iron were 
required for each can intended to hold 1.5 kg Zyklon B.°” This follows from 
two requisitions, dated June 3 and 21, 1943, pertaining to the supply of 1,144 
kg iron for 1,474 cans?! and 2,328 kg for 3,000 cans.*' 

To receive a Reference Number, the company Tesch und Stabenow had to 
comply with two bureaucratic formalities. First, it had to send a "Metal Allo- 
cation Voucher", in triplicate, to the SS Raw Materials Office in Berlin- 
Halensee. This document, called “Allocation Voucher” for short, was a list of 
the requested metals (iron, copper, zinc etc.), their quantities and intended use. 
Second, it had to inform the camp administration of the “Iron Requisition”, 
i.e., the quantity of iron needed to manufacture the cans. 

On the request of the concentration camp Administration, the Reference 
Number was issued by the Iron Distribution Office of the Building Inspection 
of the Waffen-SS and Police in the General Government, located at Außenring 
118, Cracow, and subordinate to the Higher SS and Police Chief in the Gen- 
eral Government. SS-Economist. Building Section. This latter authority was 
headquartered at the same place as the Building Inspection and was in turn 





50 The weight is that of the HCN. As we have seen in Chapter VI, a can containing 1,500g Zyk- 
lon B weighed 3,750g in total. Aside from the 1,500g HCN it also contained 1,650g kiesel- 
guhr or a similar carrier substance. The empty can weighed 600g. 

510 1,144 / 1,474 = 0.776. 

* 2,328 / 3,000 = 0.776. 
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subordinate to the Raw Materials Office of the Reichsfiihrer-SS, headquar- 
tered at Kurfiirstendamm 143/6, Berlin-Halensee. The aforementioned Iron 
Distribution Office also issued a special mark, the “Eastern Control Number”, 
which had to be noted on the Metal Allocation Voucher. After approval had 
been granted by the sanitation-medical and financial authorities in the SS 
Economic-Administrative Main Office (and sometimes even before, if there 
was no doubt that these approvals would in fact be granted), the Administra- 
tion proceeded to order a given quantity of Zyklon B from Tesch und Stabe- 
now. That company then forwarded the supply requisition, with a listing of the 
required number and size of the cans, to the office in question via the afore- 
mentioned bureaucratic channels. 

If the Zyklon B was to be delivered by rail, the Administration first had to 
send Tesch und Stabenow a Wehrmacht Freight Waybill. It could also choose 
to pick the product up directly from the manufacturer in Dessau, per truck. 
‘Spent Zyklon’ (i.e the inert carrier substance) was collected and returned to 
the Dessau Plant, where it was recycled. In all likelihood, empty cans were 
also reused. 

As of July 1943, the distributor companies were no longer permitted to 
supply Zyklon B directly to the camps; the latter had to direct their requests to 
the Main Sanitation Office in Berlin-Lichtenberg. The basis for this change in 
supply procedure was the Reich Minister of Commerce's Edict II L 
120151/43, as well as Edict Rü A Rü I Nr. 15325/43, issued on July 22, 1943, 
by the Reich Minister of Arms and Ammunition about the expansion of central 
procurement of supplies for sanitation purposes. 


3. The Correspondence Between the Administration and 
the Company Tesch und Stabenow 


In December 1941 typhus broke out among the Soviet POWs interned in 
Majdanek. On the 23rd of that month, the camp administration contacted 
Tesch und Stabenow to find out whether they had a branch office in the Gen- 
eral Government; there was a possibility, the Administration stated, that "a 
gassing”? would need to be performed in the camp. On the 27th Tesch und 
Stabenow replied in the negative, but enclosed a “Questionnaire for a Cost 
Estimate" containing all the information needed for the optimal performance 
of a gassing. ^ However, this correspondence brought no practical results. On 


512 APMM, sygn. Ld.2, v. 1, p. 113. Letter from the Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, 
dated Nov. 23, 1941. Re.: gassing with Zyklon B. 

513 Ibid., p. 115. Letter from the company Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the 
POW Camp Lublin, dated Dec. 27, 1941. 
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July 29, 1942, SS-Oberscharfiihrer Hans Perschon, a member of the Camp 
Sanitation Service, personally travelled to Hamburg and visited the headquar- 
ters of Tesch und Stabenow, where he dropped off two order forms: Form 200, 
for 3 gas-can openers, 5 reserve blades, 10 gas masks, 200 inserts, 1 gas resi- 
due detector and 20 rubber caps, as well as Form 251 for 6,000 cans of Zyklon 
B at 1.5 kg, i.e., a total of 9 tons. Perschon took some of the auxiliary equip- 
ment with him right then and there. Tesch und Stabenow instructed the Dessau 
Plant to furnish Perschon with 20 crates of 12 cans Zyklon B at 1,500 grams, a 
total of 240 cans containing 360 kg altogether. The remainder of the Zyklon 
ordered could not be supplied without the requisite Reference Number. "1? 

On August 3, 1942, SS-Hauptsturmführer Heinrich Worster, Chief of Ad- 
ministration, applied to the Building Administration of the Waffen-SS and Po- 
lice in the General Government for the allocation of 6,516 kg hot-rolled metal 
and 98 kg high-grade zinc, explaining his request as follows: '* 

"These Reference Numbers are required in order to obtain the disinfestation 
equipment and materials needed for this camp, so that the hazards posed by in- 
cipient epidemics and contaminated barracks, some of which are already badly 
louse-infested, can be effectively brought under control." 

On August 22, Worster notified the firm Tesch und Stabenow that the pre- 
vious order had been based on incorrect assumptions: the actual requirement 
was 1,474 cans at 1,500 g, at a value of RM 13,995.63, of which 360 cans had 
already been delivered together with invoice no. 1,738 of August 6. Depend- 
ing on circumstances, another order would be placed, this time for 1,114 cans 
at a total value of RM 10,577.43.°'° The same day the Chief of Administration 
sent the following requisition to Amt DIV of the SS Economic-Administrative 
Main Office" 

"To eliminate the danger of epidemics in this camp, a larger quantity of the 
disinfestation agent Zyklon CN, supplied by the firm Tesch und Stabenow of Ham- 
burg 1, is required. For the time being, a shipment of 1,474 cans of Zyklon CN, at 
RM 13,995.63, is needed. Permission for purchase, as well as the transfer of the 
abovementioned funds, are hereby requested." 

Five days later, Amt DIV approved the purchase. '* 

On August 26 the company Tesch und Stabenow announced that the order 
for 6,000 cans had been cancelled. The cans already delivered would be 





3 Thid., pp. 107-109. Letter from the company Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of 


the POW Camp Lublin, dated July 29, 1942. 

* Ibid., p. 103. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the Building Administration of the 
Waffen-SS and Police in the General Government, dated Aug. 3, 1942. 

6 Ibid., p. 99. Letter from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, dated Aug. 22, 
1942. 

7 Ibid., p. 97. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the SS Economic-Administrative 
Main Office, Amt D IV, dated Aug. 22, 1942. Re.: obtaining a disinfestant. 

* Ibid., p. 95. Letter from Amt D IV of the SS Economic-Administrative Main Office to the 
Administration of the POW Camp Lublin, dated Aug. 27, 1942. Re.: obtaining hydrogen 
cyanide Zyklon. 


u 
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treated as part of the following order for 1,474 cans. 360 cans had been deliv- 
ered on July 30 and on August 20, so that 754 cans still remained to be sup- 
plied. The entire shipment required an iron allocation of 1,601 kg, for which 
reason the company requested the prompt issuance of the appropriate Refer- 
ence Number "17 On September 4 Tesch und Stabenow inquired with the Ad- 
ministration whether they should ship the remaining 754 cans by rail, or 
whether the Administration intended to pick them up." On September 7 Wor- 
ster responded by sending a waybill for rail delivery, noting that the Zyklon al- 
ready supplied would last until October 1, 1942. 

That same day, acting on Worster's request of September 1,” Tesch und 
Stabenow sent the Administration the “Allocation Voucher for Iron and Steel 
with Control Number East 94584/1942/6.516kg”, which was no longer 
valid; the Building Inspection of the Waffen-SS and Police in the General 
Government had to issue a new one so that the Reference Number could be 
replaced with one required for the shipment of 1,601 kg iron. Worster did so 
on September 14. ** But the request for allocation of 6,516 kg iron was not 
cancelled, as Worster had wanted: according to a message from the Head of 
the Building Group with the Higher SS and Police Chief in the General Gov- 
ernment, SS-Obersturmführer Norbert Grosch (who seems not to have been 
fully informed of the matter), the request could not be filled because the al- 
lotment previously granted the Building Administration had been cancelled on 
the orders of the Reich Economic Ministry.” 

On February 2, 1943, the Chief of Administration sent the Dessau Plant a 
rail shipment of 1,163 kg "Empties (spent Zyklon)”, i.e., the inert carrier sub- 
stance, together with the appropriate Wehrmacht waybill. * 

On May 22, Worster inquired with Tesch und Stabenow whether he could 
expect the "speedy delivery of another 1,474 cans of Zyklon CN" and asked 
that in that case he be given the appropriate Reference Number." In their re- 





50 Thid., p. 93. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the POW Camp Lub- 
lin, dated Aug. 26, 1942. 

520 Ibid., p. 89. Telex from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the POW Camp Lublin, 
dated Sept. 4, 1942. 

521 Ibid., p. 87. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the company Tesch und Stabenow, 
dated Sept. 7, 1942. Re.: shipment of Zyklon B. 

52 Ibid., p. 87. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the company Tesch und Stabenow, 
dated Sept. 1, 1942. 

523 Ibid., p. 85. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the POW Camp Lub- 
lin, dated Sept. 7, 1942. 

524 Ibid., p. 83. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the Building Inspection of the Waf- 
fen-SS and Police in the General Government, dated Sept. 14, 1942. 

925 Ibid., p. 79. Letter from the Chief of the Building Group of the SS-Economist at the Higher 
SS and Police Chief in the General Government to the POW Camp Lublin, Sept. 21, 1942. 

526 Ihid., p. 77. Administration of the POW Camp Lublin, Wehrmacht waybill of Feb. 2, 1943. 

527 Ibid., p. 75. Letter from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, dated May 22, 
1943. Re.: obtaining Zyklon CN. 
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ply of May 28, the company stated that they would be able to fill the order, 
and asked which kind of can (1,000, 1,200 or 1,500 g) was desired. ** On June 
3, Worster replied by telegraph that cans containing 1,500 g were needed, and 
asked for prompt notification regarding the Reference Number." Tesch und 
Stabenow complied the very same day: 1,144 kg iron would be needed to 
manufacture 1,474 cans of the requested size.” Still on June 3,?! Worster 
sent the firm an additional order for “200 respirator inserts 'J' ^? On June 7 
Tesch und Stabenow replied that the order had already been forwarded to their 
supplier, and that delivery would take 8 to 10 weeks.” 

On June 8 the Chief of Administration sent the company Order Form 23 for 
3,000 cans of Zyklon at 1,500 g, superseding the previous order for 1,474 
cans.” On June 12, Worster sent Tesch und Stabenow a Wehrmacht waybill 
for shipping 200 respirator inserts of type *J”,* and on the 21st of the same 
month he asked the SS-Economist of the Higher SS and Police Chief in the 
General Government for allocation of 2,328 kg iron for the 3,000 cans of Zyk- 
lon ordered, adding the following explanation for his request: *9 

"These Reference Numbers are needed for the purchase of the required quanti- 
ties of hydrocyanic acid (Zyklon) so that disinfestation of inmate quarters and 
clothing can proceed without delay, to forestall the danger of epidemics. " 

The following day the Administration issued Tesch und Stabenow a 
Wehrmacht waybill for 1,500 cans Zyklon B, and inquired whether it could 
pick up part of the remaining 1,500 cans directly in Dessau.” On July 2 the 
company replied that they had forwarded the inquiry to the Dessau Plant but 
could not as yet give a definite answer. 


528 Ibid., p. 73. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration 
Camp Lublin, dated May 28, 1943. 

5? Thid., p. 71. Telegraph from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, of June 3, 
1943. Re.: obtaining Zyklon CN. 

530 Ibid., p. 65. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration 
Camp Lublin, dated June 3, 1943. 

33 Thid., p. 69. Letter from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, dated June 3, 
1943. Re.: respirator inserts. 

532 The German filter inserts were of the following kinds: A, B, D, E, F, G, J, K, L, M, O, R and 
U. Each letter corresponded to a specific color and a specific use. Filter G (blue) was for hy- 
drogen cyanide, Filter J (blue-brown) for Zyklon B. F. Flury and F. Zernik, op. cit. (note 
395), p. 611. 

53 APMM, sygn. 1.d.2, v. 1, p. 59. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the 
Concentration Camp Lublin, dated June 7, 1943. 

534 Thid., p. 63. Letter from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, dated June 8, 
1942. Re.: shipment of Zyklon. 

535 Ibid., p. 57. Letter from the Chief of Administration, dated June 12, 1943. Re.: respirator in- 
serts “J”. 

536 Thid., p. 43. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the Higher SS and Police Chief in the 
General Government, dated June 21, 1943. 

> Ibid., p. 39. Letter from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, dated June 22, 
1943. 

538 Ibid., p. 67. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration 
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On July 10 the Chief of Administration contacted the Dessau Plant directly 
to find out when he could pick up the Zyklon B ordered; he stressed that the 
matter was very urgent. ** He did not need to wait long for an answer: only 
two days later the Administration received a telegram from Tesch und Stabe- 
now, stating: “500 kg Zyklon ready for pick-up in Dessau—Testa".* The 
Dessau Plant itself also sent the same message, first per telephone and then by 
telegram personally to SS-Hauptsturmführer Worster: “500 kg Zyklon ready 
for pick-up on Thursday—Refinery”.*' In the accompanying letter, Tesch und 
Stabenow rebuked the Administration for having gone over their heads di- 
rectly to the Dessau Plant; they informed the Administration that 500 kg Zyk- 
lon were ready for them in Dessau, but "as a result of repairs that cannot be 
postponed”, no further deliveries could be made until August.” 

The Reference Number for 3,000 cans Zyklon B ordered on June 8 had 
been sent to Tesch und Stabenow on June 17,5? but on August 26 it had not 
yet been received. ** Worster now explained the matter to the SS Economist 
for the Higher SS and Police Chief, * who turned to the Raw Materials Office 
in Berlin-Halensee with the request that they make inquiries with the mail sys- 
tem regarding the lost Reference Number, and approve a new one if need 
be.” As of October 12 Tesch und Stabenow were still waiting for something 
concrete. * It was not until October 20 that the matter was finally resolved: 
Tesch und Stabenow received a new allocation of 2,328 kg iron. * 

In August 1943 the sanitary conditions in the camp called for a general dis- 
infection. On the 11th of that month the First Camp Physician sent the follow- 


ing letter to the Administration: ^^? 


Camp Lublin, dated July 2, 1943. 

5 Thid., p. 61. Telegraph from the Chief of Administration to the Dessau Plant, July 10, 1943. 

540 Ibid., p. 51. Telegram from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration 
Camp Lublin, dated July 12, 1943. 

5l Ibid., pp. 53 and 55. Telegraph and telegram from the Dessau Plant to SS-Hauptsturmführer 
Worster, dated July 12, 1943. 

5? Ibid., p. 49. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration 
Camp Lublin, dated July 12, 1943. 

58 Thid., p. 35. Letter from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, dated July 30, 
1943. 

"H Ibid., p. 25. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration 
Camp Lublin, dated Aug. 26, 1943. 

545 Ibid., p. 21. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the Higher SS and Police Chief in the 
General Government. The SS-Economist, dated Sept. 1, 1943. 

546 Ibid., p. 17. Letter from the Chief of Group C—Buildings to the Raw Materials Office in 
Berlin-Halensee, dated Sept. 7, 1943. 

57 Ibid., p. 11. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration 
Camp Lublin, dated Oct. 12, 1943. 

“8 Thid., p. 7. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration Camp 
Lublin, dated Oct. 20, 1943. 

5? Thid., p. 37. Letter from the First Camp Physician of the Concentration Camp Lublin to the 
Administration, dated Aug. 11, 1943. 
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"Since another thorough disinfection is to be performed in the Mens Concen- 
tration Camp, a larger quantity of Cyklon gas will be required. I hereby request 
that a supply of this gas be ordered so that efforts at disinfection can proceed 
without interruption. " 

On August 12 the Administration replied that they had already ordered 
large quantities of Zyklon B from Tesch und Stabenow, but that only a small 
part of the order had been received to date. Further, "as a consequence of the 
terror attacks on Hamburg" no further deliveries could be expected for the 
time being; the Administration requested that "disinfection should not begin 
just yet.” 

That same day the Administration sent Tesch und Stabenow a letter point- 
ing out that of the 3,000 cans Zyklon ordered on June 8, only 342 cans, at 
1,500 grams, a total of 513 kg, had been delivered on July 16, with invoice 
dated July 19. The Administration requested the immediate delivery of at least 
1,500 cans and inquired when it might expect the remaining 2,658 cans.°' In 
its reply the company stated that it had forwarded the inquiry to their supplier, 
and asked whether the Administration had picked up the 500 kg Zyklon that 
had been set aside in Dessau on July 12.** Since the Administration had re- 
ceived only 342 cans, for which the invoice was issued by Tesch und Stabe- 
now, it is clear that these 500 kg had not been picked up. On August 31 the 
Chief of Administration sent a protest to the company because no further de- 
liveries had taken place beyond the aforementioned 342 cans; he concluded 
his letter with the warde" 

"Disinfection of the camp is urgently necessary and cannot tolerate further de- 
lays in supply." 

The same day Worster also wrote to the Dessau Plant and requested ship- 
ment of the remaining Zyklon B order, which was most urgently needed "for 
disinfecting the camp. "77" 

On September 11 the First Camp Physician again sent an urgent request to 
the Administration: 

"I hereby request that larger quantities of disinfection gas be ordered, for pur- 
poses of disinfecting the camp. Reason: the supply of disinfectant gas is almost ex- 
hausted and an undesirable interruption of efforts at disinfection may result.” 





550 Ibid., p. 33. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the First Camp Physician, dated Aug. 
12, 1943. Re.: disinfection with Zyklon gas. 

21 Ibid., p. 31. Letter from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, dated Aug. 12, 
1943. 

552 Ibid., p. 23. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration 
Camp Lublin, dated Aug. 25, 1943. 

23 Ibid., p. 27. Letter from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, dated Aug. 31, 
1943. 

SC Ibid., p. 29. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the Dessau Plant, dated Aug. 31, 
1943. Re.: shipment of Zyklon. 

555 Ibid., p. 19. Letter from the First Camp Physician to the Administration, dated Sept. 11, 
1943. 
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On September 13, the Administration replied that the manufacturer was 
"extremely overtaxed" and that they did not know when and in what quanti- 
ties "disinfectant gas" would become available to the camp. Worster advised 
the camp doctor 

"[...] to use the remaining supply of disinfectant gas as sparingly as possible 
and, accordingly, to restrict disinfection to only the most absolutely necessary. "7" 
On the 21st of that same month, the Chief of Administration wrote the First 

Camp Physician a letter again dealing with “disinfectant gas”; with reference 
to the earlier letter, he stated that a delivery of 666 cans of Zyklon (corre- 
sponding to 999 kg) was expected to arrive at the camp in the next few days, 
and requested that “in light of this, please proceed with disinfection. ' ^" 

On June 19, 1944, Worster had sent an inquiry to Tesch und Stabenow, ask- 
ing whether the company could manage the speedy delivery of another 1,500 
cans of the insecticide. ** Their answer was as follows:^? 

"In reply to your abovementioned letter, we must inform you that due to the 
Edict of the Reich Minister of Commerce, II L 1/20151/43, and the Reich Minister 
of Arms and Ammunition, Rü A Rü I Nr. 15325/43 of July 22, 1943, regarding the 
expansion of central procurement of supplies for sanitation purposes, this kind of 
order is no longer to be filled directly. 

Therefore we regret that we cannot accept orders from you directly. Rather, we 
would ask that you requisition further supplies either directly from the Main Sani- 
tation Office in Berlin-Lichtenberg, or via the Sanitation Office in charge of your 
area. 

The Administration attempted to negotiate this obstacle by turning to the 
garrison physician of the SS and Police Lublin, who placed a "special order 
for 500 cans of Cyclon B" with Amt DIII on July 3, 1944, stating that there 
was a pressing need for this substance; 

"Due to the numerous cases of typhus presently occurring in the field hospital 
for Soviet Russian war-disabled, as well as due to the increase in inmate popula- 
tion resulting from transferred and newly committed inmates, the camp cannot do 
without Cyclon B." 

This is the last document in this correspondence. Twenty days after this let- 
ter was written, the Red Army moved into Majdanek. 





556 Ibid., p. 13. Letter from the Chief of Administration to the First Camp Physician, dated Sept. 
13, 1943. Re.: disinfectant gas. 

577 Ibid., p. 13. 

558 Thid., p. 5. Letter from the Chief of Administration to Tesch und Stabenow, dated June 19, 
1944. Re.: obtaining Zyklon CN. 

559 Ibid., p. 3. Letter from Tesch und Stabenow to the Administration of the Concentration Camp 
Lublin, dated June 26, 1944. 

369 Thid., p. 1. Letter from the garrison physician of the SS and Police Lublin to the SS Eco- 
nomic-Administrative Main Office, Amt D III. Re.: special order of Cyklon B. 
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4. The Quantity of Zyklon B Supplied to the 
Concentration Camp Majdanek 


In her aforementioned article, Adela Toniak points out gaps in the surviv- 
ing documentation, and writes: ^?! 

"For the reasons mentioned, any attempt at calculating the exact quantities of 
Zyklon supplied to Majdanek encounters a serious obstacle. Of the first order for 
6,000 cans at 1,500 g, 300 cans were delivered on July 30, 1942, and 764 on Sep- 
tember 4. A gap in the correspondence extends from September 22, 1942, to July 1, 
1943, after which this order is not mentioned again, therefore one must assume 
that shipment was made and that the camp received 2,211 kg Zyklon B. 

The first document from after this gap states that 500 kg Zyklon were ready for 
the camp, to be picked up in Dessau. This shows that the administration had or- 
dered more of the gas in the meantime. 

After another gap, this time of two months, it again ordered 1,474 cans Zyklon 
B, and a few days later, 3,000 more cans = 4,500 kg, identifying this last letter as 
Order No. 23. The following correspondence refers to the second order, and it is 
the only one to be invoiced. Later letters indicate that the camp authorities re- 
ceived 342 cans — 513 kg [Zyklon B] and 666 cans — 999 kg, a total of 2,012 kg. 

The subsequent eight-month gap in the documentation—after which another 
order was placed for 1,500 cans Zyklon B at 1,500 g, which was changed on July 
3, 1944, to an order for 500 cans—gives cause to assume that the 4,500 kg of the 
substance in question had been delivered in full. A simple calculation shows that in 
1943 the camp received 5,000 kg Zyklon B from the manufacturer. " 

The correspondence ends with the July 3, 1944, order for 500 cans Zyklon 
B. In fact, the camp office files contain no record of this order, but 1,000 cans 
of gas were found in Majdanek immediately after liberation, proving that the 
order placed with this letter actually was filled. 

Summing up the calculations based on the surviving letters, we conclude 
that between July 29, 1942, and July 3, 1944, the camp administration of Ma- 
jdanek received shipments of Zyklon B totalling 7,711 kg. 

The following is a table summary of Adela Toniak's calculations: 


YEAR # OF CANS QUANTITY 


1942 1,474 2,211 kg 
1943 (333) 500 kg 
1944 3,000 4,500 kg 
500 500 kg 

Total 7,711 kg 


This calculation contains two glaring errors. The first relates to the 500 kg 
Zyklon B mentioned in the two telegrams of July 12, 1943; as we have seen in 
the previous, these not only comprised part of the order of June 8, 1943, for 


561 Adela Toniak, op. cit. (note 376), pp. 136f. 
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3,000 cans at 1,500 grams, but what is more, the camp administration did not 
even pick them up. That means that Adela Toniak counted these 500 kg twice. 

The second error relates to the 500 cans from the special order of July 3, 
1944. According to the Polish-Soviet Commission, 535 cans of Zyklon B were 
found in Majdanek, ** 135 containing 500 g and the remaining 400 containing 
1,500 g of the insecticide. * Adela Toniak attributed a content of 1,000 g Zyk- 
lon B to each of the mentioned 500 cans, but cans of this weight were neither 
mentioned in the documents nor ever found. If the 500 cans in question were 
actually supplied, they either contained 1,500 g each of the insecticide—and 
in that case the shipment's total weight was 750 kg—or else they contained 
500 g each, in which case their contents totaled 250 kg. The latter is probably 
most likely, since all previous orders had been for cans containing 1,500 g, 
meaning that the 135 cans of differing size (500 g) can only have been part of 
the last shipment to the camp. Other considerations also support this hypothe- 
Sis. 

Of the 3,000 cans = 4,500 kg Zyklon B ordered on June 8, 1943, the ad- 
ministration received 1,008 cans by the end of September of that year: 342 
cans (—513 kg) on July 16 and 666 cans (—999 kg) in late September. There- 
fore, the remaining 1,992 cans were delivered in the following months, and 
this supply lasted until the day—June 19, 1944—when the Administration in- 
quired whether Tesch und Stabenow could manage the "speedy delivery" of 
an additional 1,500 cans at 1,500 g. Therefore, the 400 cans at 1,500 g men- 
tioned by the Polish-Soviet Commission no doubt were part of this total of 
1,992 cans. The remaining 135 cans at 500 g, which made for a rather insig- 
nificant quantity of Zyklon (67.5 kg), could hardly have comprised an entire 
delivery, so that it is extremely likely that these were the remainder of a ship- 
ment of 500 cans of this size. 

AII this indicates that the order of July 3, 1944, resulted in the camp receiv- 
ing 500 cans at 500 g Zyklon B, a total of 250 kg. 

We can now tabulate how much Zyklon B was supplied to the Majdanek 
camp in total: 


YEAR  £OFCANS QUANTITY 


1942 1,474 2211 kg 
1943 3,000 — 4,500 kg 
1944 500 250 kg 


Total 4,974 6,961 kg 


What remains to be determined is whether there were other shipments not 
noted in the surviving documentation. The following table 5summarizes the 
orders and deliveries as indicated in the documents: 





5€ The 1,000 cans mentioned by A. Toniak are not supported by any documentation. 
563 cf. Chapter VI. 
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ZYKLON B SHIPMENTS TO THE LUBLIN-MAJDANEK CAMP 


Orders iDeliveries 
Date # of cans mass [kg] Time span # ofcans mass [kg] 
07/25/1942 1,474 2,211 July 30, 1942 360 540 
08/22/1942 Aug. 20, 1942 360 540 
Sept. 1942 754 1,131 
Subtotal 1,474 2,211 
05/22/1943 3,000 4,500 July 16, 1943 342 513 
06/08/1943 ISept. 1943 666 999 
‘Oct. 1943 to 1,992 2,988 
June 1944 
Subtotal 3,000 | 4,500 


06/19/1944 (500) (250) July 1944 (500) (250) 
07/03/1944 | 
Total: 4,974 6961 | 4,974 6,961 


As we can see, there are two long intervals between the orders—one of 
nine months (August 22, 1942, to May 22, 1943) and one of an entire year 
(June 8, 1943, to June 19, 1944). The few documents from these time periods 
contain no mention of additional Zyklon shipments. Where the second interval 
is concerned, any such additional shipments can be definitely ruled out, be- 
cause when the camp Administration ordered 1,500 cans Zyklon from Tesch 
und Stabenow on June 19, 1944, the latter refused the order, making reference 
to an edict by the Reich Minister of Commerce and the Reich Minister of 
Arms and Ammunition from July 22, 1943. Clearly, therefore, the administra- 
tion was not yet aware of this edict, issued a year earlier, which proves that no 
further orders had been placed after that of June 8, 1943. 

Regarding the first interval, we note that from the time from September 22, 
1942, to May 22, 1943, only one single relevant document 1s known to exist— 
namely, the Wehrmacht waybill of February 2, 1943, with which the Admini- 
stration returned 1,163 kg "spent Zyklon" to the Dessau Plant. Since the inert 
carrier substance in one can of Zyklon B weighed 1,650 g, this quantity theo- 
retically corresponded to (1,163/1.65—) 705 cans. In practice, of course, one 
had to expect that some of the carrier would be lost, so that this quantity may 
have come from the 720 cans delivered on July 30 and August 20, 1942,°™ or 
from the 754 cans delivered in September 1942. * In the first case, the Ad- 
ministration would have had a remaining supply of 754 cans in early February 
1943, and an order prior to the inquiry of May 22 of that year would have 
been superfluous; in the second case, the administration would have used up 
the entire supply from 1942. As pointed out before, the letter of May 22, 1943, 











564 In this case the loss would amount to approx. 2%. 
565 In this case the loss would amount to approx. 6.596. 
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was not an actual order, but merely an inquiry: the Administration wanted to 
know if a delivery of "another 1,474 cans of Zyklon CN" would be possible. 
The wording indicates that exactly this number of cans had been ordered be- 
fore—but was the order in question that of 1942 or another, later one? 

To answer this question, let us briefly recap what we have found so far: 

1) As we have shown with regard to the second, undocumented interval, an 
absence of documents need not mean that any documents are actually miss- 
Ing; 

2) The Wehrmacht waybill of February 2, 1943, agrees perfectly with the hy- 
pothesis that at that time only 720 of the 1,474 cans of Zyklon B ordered in 
1942 had been used up; 

3) There is no indication of Zyklon deliveries having taken place in the time 
in question. 

The logical conclusion can only be that no undocumented orders were 
placed. 

One last point needs to be cleared up. The time from December 27, 1941, 
to July 29, 1942, 1s another long period for which we know of no orders or 
shipments of Zyklon. Could there have been some anyway? 

This last question also can be unequivocally denied. The July 29, 1942, let- 
ter from Tesch und Stabenow states: 

"Delivery will be made based on our current list prices and our enclosed terms 
of sale and delivery. We would ask you to return one copy of these terms,“ 
signed and with your official stamp. " 

This shows that Tesch und Stabenow had not supplied the Administration 
with Zyklon before, since otherwise the latter would already have been famil- 
iar with the terms of sale and delivery and the manufacturer would not have 
needed to explain anything. 


5. Purpose of the Zyklon B Shipments 


Even though the documents do not give cause for even the slightest doubt 
that the Zyklon B ordered by the Administration of the concentration camp 
Majdanek was used for disinfestation and nothing else, Adela Toniak prefers 
to believe in its homicidal purpose. She writes: 7 

"Based on the surviving correspondence regarding the shipments of Zyklon B 
gas to Majdanek, one finds that this substance was received in enormous quanti- 
ties but was nonetheless constantly in short supply, and that the camp authorities 
sent numerous reminders in this regard. 





566 This was a Statement of Terms titled “Verkaufs- und Lieferbedingungen für Zyklon, Calcid, 
Aethylenoxyd oder T-Gas, Tritox und Cartox”. APMM, sygn. I.d.2, v. 1, p. 121. 
567 Adela Toniak, op. cit. (note 376), p. 137. 
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One must keep in mind that the mass extermination was kept strictly secret, so 
that the letters ordering the Zyklon B did not reveal its purpose. This purpose only 
becomes apparent in the last letter, where we encounter a sort of code word (‘spe- 
cial order ) which the Germans often used to hint at the liquidation of the inmates. 

The reason given in the letters ordering the gas was the need to disinfect the 
camp due to the epidemics raging there. Originally, this poison had in fact been 
developed as an insecticide. However, disinfestations of such frequency and extent 
as would correspond to the quantities of the chemical product that were actually 
ordered would have been not at all commensurate with the purpose and principles 
of the camp. 

Incidentally, the witness statements and recollections of the former inmates in- 
dicate that disinfestation of the inmates' quarters in the camp was done only spo- 
radically. Besides, as I have already pointed out, steam delousing chambers for 
disinfecting the clothing were located in the immediate vicinity of the gas cham- 
bers. 

After all, the placement of an order for gas just prior to the camp s liberation 
proves nothing other than the intent to use it to murder sick and exhausted inmates 
whose evacuation would have been a problem. The piles of corpses of gassed peo- 
ple [zagazowanych ludzi] that were found in the camp after the Germans had fled 
confirm this. 

When placed into context with other documents, the correspondence about the 
Zyklon B supplied to the Majdanek camp reveals one fragment of the mechanism 
by which the system of concentration camps functioned. It sheds light on a little- 
known matter which the authorities of the Reich kept a closely guarded secret.” 
From a historical perspective this argument is utterly unfounded. Since 

devastating typhus epidemics raged in Majdanek time and again (which even 
Polish historiography cannot deny), and since Zyklon B was the most effective 
means with which to combat them (which even Adela Toniak concedes), there 
is no good reason to assume that the shipments of Zyklon served any purpose 
other than the extermination of lice. Regarding the “code word 'special or- 
der”, this kind of decipherment is part of an outmoded system of interpreta- 
tion that flourished in earlier decades but has been thoroughly disqualified by 
Jean-Claude Pressac. Pressac states that 97 to 9896 of the Zyklon B supplied 
to Auschwitz were used for delousing and only 2 to 3% for homicidal gas- 
sings. * If homicidal gassings had in fact taken place in that camp, those 2 to 
3% would have sufficed to accomplish the alleged number of gas chamber 
murders, so that Pressac's calculation is theoretically correct. 

This goes even more so for Majdanek, where a mere 1% of the Zyklon de- 
livered there would have sufficed for the alleged number of homicidal gas- 
sings. 

The proof of this is as follows: 





568 Jean-Claude Pressac, Auschwitz: Technique and Operation of the Gas Chambers, New York: 
The Beate Klarsfeld Foundation, 1989, p. 188; also Jean-Claude Pressac, Die Krematorien 
von Auschwitz. Die Technik des Massenmordes, Munich: Piper, 1994, p. 58. 
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In Chamber III, one can of Zyklon B (1,500 g) would have been enough to 
kill 1,900 people with a concentration of HCN exceeding by a factor of ten the 
concentration of 3g/m? which produces lethal effects in a very short time. * 
Even if we accept Z. Lukaszkiewicz's victim count, according to which one- 
quarter of the alleged 360,000 victims of Majdanek were gassed and which 
today's Polish historiography acknowledges to be an exaggeration, these 
90,000 people could have been killed with approximately 70 kg of the poison, 
i.e., with about 1% of the actual quantity supplied. 

The room in question covers a surface area of approximately 35m? and has 
a volume of about 70m*. Presupposing a maximum number of 218 victims per 
gassing, and subtracting the volume these victims take up from the total room 
volume," one is left with a remaining volume of roughly 57m3. Under these 
conditions, (3 x 57 —) approximately 170 g Zyklon B would have been quite 
enough to kill the 218 victims, and a single 1,500 g can of the poison would 
have sufficed to gas 1,900 people. 

Where the term "special order" is concerned, which Adela Toniak inter- 
prets as a "code word", this term clearly has to do with the edict issued on 
July 22, 1943, by the Reich Minister of Commerce and the Reich Minister of 
Arms and Ammunition, which the company Tesch und Stabenow referred to in 
their letter of June 19, 1944; as the reader will recall, the company wrote that 
due to the new regulations they could no longer supply Zyklon B directly to 
the individual camps. The letter in which the term "special order" was used 
was from the garrison physician of the SS and Police Lublin. Enclosed with 
this letter was a copy of the June 26, 1944, letter from Tesch und Stabenow, in 
which the company had responded to the inquiry it had received from the 
camp Administration one week before. Clearly, by turning to the garrison phy- 
sician of the SS and Police Lublin instead of the Main Sanitation Office in 
Berlin-Lichtenberg, the Administration hoped to go through the earlier bu- 
reaucratic channels in which Amt DIII of the SS Economic-Administrative 
Main Office was involved—but this channel was no longer the proper one and 
was to be used only under exceptional circumstances. It is precisely such an 
exceptional case to which the term "special order " refers. 

In plain English, the argument that well-organized disinfestations "would 
have been not at all commensurate with the purpose and principles of the 
camp" means that such disinfestations, whose purpose was to keep the in- 
mates from dying in an epidemic, would have run counter to the purpose of an 
extermination camp. In other words: if Majdanek was an extermination camp, 





56 The concentration of HCN that is “immediately fatal” to human beings is 0.3 g/liter. F. Flu- 
ry, F. Zernik, op. cit. (note 395), p. 453. 

570 The postulated maximum capacity of this chamber in a hypothetical execution gassing (218 
victims per gassing) corresponds to that specified by the Polish-Soviet Commission (cf. 
Chapter VI). These 218 victims would have taken up a volume of approx. 13m”, so that the 
actual volume of the chamber would have decreased to 57m?. 
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the Zyklon shipment had to be for killing the inmates and could not be for 
their protection from epidemic-related death. 

What we have here is a classic “vicious circle": that Majdanek was an ex- 
termination camp is proven by the Zyklon B shipments, and that these ship- 
ments could only have been for criminal purposes is proven by Majdanek's 
having been an extermination camp! 

As an aside: by resorting to witness testimony to assess the meaning of 
documents, Adela Toniak commits a grave methodological error. A serious 
scientific and academic historian judges eyewitness testimony on the basis of 
documents, not vice versa. ”! 

The possible existence of steam delousing chambers in Barrack 42 (for 
which Toniak fails to give any evidence) does not prove anything at all, since 
the Zyklon B ordered was used to delouse both the camp barracks and the 
clothing. Accordingly, the Administration's June 21, 1943, letter speaks of the 
“disinfestation of inmate quarters and clothing". The clothing was deloused in 
the gas chamber of Barrack 41 and in that (Chamber III) of the adjoining 
building (Building XII^). 

And finally, Adela Toniak even claims the ability to mind-read mere intent: 
the July 3, 1944, special order of 500 cans of Zyklon B, she says, "proves 
nothing other than the intent to use it to murder sick and exhausted inmates". 
This interpretation is based on two completely unfounded premises, namely 
that "special order" was a code word of criminal significance and that the 
bodies of gassing victims were found in the camp. We have already estab- 
lished the invalidity of the first premise; regarding the second, we note that 
not a single one of the autopsies carried out by the Polish-Soviet Commission 
on the bodies discovered in Majdanek found gassing to have been the cause of 
death. Thus, Adela Toniak's claim is devoid of any historical foundations. 
What is more, her completely arbitrary interpretation is refuted further by the 
fact that the sick inmates who could be moved were transferred en masse to 
other camps before the Red Army arrived, while those who were not fit to be 
moved were left behind. 7" 

To conclude: the Zyklon B shipments to the concentration camp Majdanek 
served the purpose of disinfestation, and nothing else! 





571 Cf. Chapter VII. 
572 Cf. Chapter III. 
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Operation “Harvest Festival” 


1. Origin of the Name 


In its entry for “Harvest Festival”, the Enzyklopädie des Holocaust 
writes:”” 

“Code word for the murder of most of the Jews in the Lublin District of the 
General Government on November 3-4, 1943 [...]. In total, 42,000 to 43,000 Jews 
were murdered during ‘Operation Harvest Festival’, including those in smaller 
forced labor camps such as Chełm. ” 

Several authors have touched on this gigantic massacre that is alleged by 
official historiography, but not one of these authors has approached the matter 
from an historical and technical perspective. We shall attempt to do this in the 
present chapter. 

Let us begin by noting that while the "code word" Operation Harvest Fes- 
tival appears in every work discussing the alleged massacre, the origin of this 
name is not explained in any of them. Who coined the phrase? Who used it? In 
which documents does it appear? The historians maintain a deafening silence 
on these fundamental questions—which is not really surprising, since there is 
not a single document dealing with this alleged mass execution. The only 
documented use of the term “harvest festival" falling approximately into the 
time in question occurs in the diary of Hans Frank. In his summary of an Oc- 
tober 23 discussion with Secretary of State Josef Bühler, President Ohlen- 
busch, Press Chief Gassner and Senior Provincial Administrative Councillor 
Weirauch, Frank used this term, but strictly in the literal sense: Count A. 
Ronikier, Chairman of the Polish Chief Committee, had sent the Governor 
General a letter in which he stated that his participation in the harvest festival 
scheduled for the following day would depend on whether or not the Germans 
would guarantee that no Poles would be executed. ”* 


53 Enzyklopädie des Holocaust. op. cit. (note 7), v. I, pp. 4181. 

574 PS-2233. In: IMT, vol. XXIX, pp. 614f. Frank replied that if Count Ronikier was outraged 
by the execution of Polish partisans by the Germans, then he, Frank, was even more out- 
raged by the murder of almost 1,000 Germans by the Poles. Ibid. 
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2. Past History and Reasons for the Alleged Massacre 
According to Official Historiography 


In a long article about "Operation Harvest Festival”, Adam Rutkowski 
writes: 

"The prisoners' revolt in the extermination camp Sobibór [on October 14, 

1943] took the German occupation authorities completely by surprise and trig- 

gered a panic. They began to regard the Nazi camps for Jews in the surrounding 

area as "highly dangerous hotbeds of resistance' and as autonomous breeding 
grounds for unrest and chaos. This revolt attracted the attention not only of the po- 
lice, military and administrative authorities in the District but also that of Hans 

Frank himself, the Governor General of occupied Poland. On October 19, 1943, 

just five days after this unusual event, Frank convened an extraordinary meeting of 

the 'government' in Cracow to discuss the matter of security. All experts and per- 
sons responsible for ‘order’ in the General Government (G.G) attended, namely 

Police General Walther Bierkamp, Commandant of the Orpo [=Ordnungspolizei, 

Order Police], General Haseldorff as representative of the Wehrmacht, General 

Sommé as representative of the Luftwaffe, Secretary of State Josef Bühler, General 

Schindler, the Chief of Army Inspection in the GG, etc. Referring to the recent 

events in Sobibor, all participants stressed the great danger which the ‘Jew camps’ 

in the Lublin District posed for the Germans.” 

There is no question that approximately 300 inmates broke out of the So- 
bibór camp on October 14, 1943. Among other units, the three squadrons of 
the Pol. Cavalry Unit III, stationed in Chełm, were detailed for hunting the fu- 
gitives down. Regarding the deployment of the first squadron, their "Situation 
Reports” for the time from September 26 to October 25, 1943, state: ^7 

"From October 14 to October 18, 1943, the squadron participated in the Jew- 
related operations of the SS Special Unit Sobibór (40 km northeast of Cholm). In 

cooperation with the Wehrmacht and the Customs Border Patrol [sic], about 100 

of the 300 escaped Jews could be eliminated." 

Regarding the second squadron, the reports state: 77 

"The second squadron participated in the following major operations: on Oc- 
tober 14, 1943, together with the SS.-Pol. Cavalry Unit III, in the forested area 
north of Kaplonosy. On October 16 to 18, 1943, together with the SS-Pol. Cavalry 

Unit III, at Sobibor.” 

However, these brief reports would not seem to indicate that the German 
authorities were all that worried about security in the Lublin area. While it is 
true that Hans Frank convened a session on October 19 to discuss this matter, 


55 Adam Rutkowski, "L'opération 'Erntefest' (Fête de moisson) ou le massacre de 43.000 juifs 
les 3-5 novembre 1943 dans les camps de Majdanek, de Poniatowa et de Trawniki,” in: Le 
Monde Juif, octobre-décembre 1973, no. 72, pp. 13ff. 

516 Wojciech Zysko, “Eksterminacyjna działałność Truppenpolizei w dystrykcie lubelskim w la- 
tach 1943-1944" (The extermination activity of the Troop Police in the Lublin District in 
1943-1944), in: ZM, VI, 1972, p. 186. 

577 Ibid., p. 187. 
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the discussions focused primarily on the results of the decree regarding com- 
bating attacks on the German reconstruction efforts in the General Govern- 
ment which had already been proposed by Assistant Secretary Wehr on Octo- 
ber 2, 1943,75 and which had taken effect on October 10, four days before the 
mass escapes from Sobibór. This decree, intended particularly as countermea- 
sure to the Polish Resistance movement, provided for an expansion of the ar- 
eas of jurisdiction of all security organs as well as for public reprisals against 
the murder of Germans by partisans." Any danger posed to security in the 
Lublin district by Jewish camps was so purely hypothetical that it is not even 
mentioned in the excerpts of the October 19 session protocol, which was sub- 
mitted at the Nuremberg Trial,” even though the authors of Nuremberg 
Document PS-2233 scoured Hans Frank's diary thoroughly for anything 
which might have served to fashion a noose for him and the members of his 
Administration. 


3. The Chain of Command 


A. Rutkowski reconstructs the relevant chain of command as follows: * 

"Afier Himmler had been informed of the revolt in Sobibór and about the mass 
escape of the rebels, he ordered Friedrich Wilhelm Krüger, the Higher SS and Po- 
lice Chief of the General Government, to liquidate all Jewish camps in the Lublin 
District as quickly as possible. Krüger then called Jakob Sporrenberg, the SS and 
Police Chief of the same District, to Cracow to inform him of Himmler s order and 
to put him in charge of carrying it out [...]. After a brief stay in Cracow, Sporren- 
berg returns to Lublin, where a telegraph message awaits him: SS and Police units 
will arrive in Lublin to launch the operation against the Jews [...]. 

In those days, P" special SS units and commandos arrive in Majdanek, just as 
General Krüger had announced. They came from various locations, including from 
the concentration camp Auschwitz-Birkenau. Erich Muhsfeldt, then Chief of the 
Majdanek crematorium, testified that ten SS-men commanded by Otto Moll and 
Franz Hóssler arrived from Auschwitz. The remaining commandos came from 
Cracow, Warsaw, Radom, Lwów, Lublin and Debica. " 

The verdict at the Düsseldorf Majdanek Trial describes the last phase of the 
chain of command as follows: * 

"Late in the evening of November 2, 1943, Sporrenberg called together the 
leaders of the units intended to participate in this operation—the leaders of units 
of the Commander of the Security Police (KdS) in Lublin, of the Waffen-SS, and of 





578 IMT, vol. XXIX, p. 612. 

5” Ibid., pp. 612f. 

55? Adam Rutkowski, op. cit. (note 575), p. 14. 

5! Between October 30 and November 1. 

5? District Court Düsseldorf, op. cit. (note 55), v. II, pp. 459f. 
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Police Regiments 22 and 25—as well as the Commandants of the camps Ma- 

jdanek, Poniatowo [actually: Poniatowa] and Trawniki. Representing the concen- 

tration camp in these discussions was either the deputy camp Commandant 

Florstedt, who had been arrested shortly before [...] or the newly appointed camp 

Commandant Weiss. During these discussions Sporrenberg advised those present 

of the impending measures, justifying them by pointing out that the Jews remaining 

in the Lublin district were to be liquidated ‘as per the highest orders’. ” 

Before we continue we must explain how the police force in the General 
Government, and specifically in Lublin District, was structured in early No- 
vember 1943. The Higher SS and Police Chief (HSSPF), SS-Obergruppenfüh- 
rer Krüger, reported directly to Himmler; Krüger himself was the superior to 
the Commander of the Order Police (BdO), Major General of the Police 
Grünwald, and to the Commander of the Security Police and the Security Ser- 
vice (BdS), SS-Oberführer Bierkamp. Also subordinate to the HSSPF was the 
SS and Police Chief (SSPF) of Lublin District, SS-Gruppenführer Sporren- 
berg. Himmler was the Supreme Chief of the police force, but Governor Gen- 
eral Frank, who reported directly to Adolf Hitler, attached great importance 
not only to his complete independence of Himmler but also to his command 
over all police formations in the General Government, and he made no secret 
of this. The following 1s one example from the time period here at issue: 

On October 23, 1943, on the occasion of the beginning of the winter se- 
mester at the new University of Cracow's Academy of Administration, Frank 
gave a lecture on the topic of "The Leadership Principle in Administration" in 
which he said, inter alia: * 

"We are subordinate exclusively and directly to the Führer. In the General 
Government the Administration has the same functions as the Reich government 
and the other Reich offices have in the Reich proper. We have legislative authority 
for this region. Police and security forces are subordinate to the Governor Gen- 
eral." 

Three days later, during the government session of October 26, 1943, 
Frank took same line: ** 

"The policy which I was determined from the start to maintain in this region is 
sanctioned by the Fiihrer; he is the only one to whom we are answerable. No-one 
else has the right to give us orders in any way, shape or form.” 

This was no vain bragging, for the HSSPF of the General Government, 
Krüger, was also Secretary of State for Security Matters and as such was also 
subordinate to Frank. 

In practice, any order issued by Himmler for the execution of more than 
40,000 Jews in the camps of Lublin District could under no circumstances 
have been carried out without Frank's approval. If Himmler had actually 
planned such a massacre, there would unquestionably have been some perti- 





583 PS-2233. IMT, vol. XXIX, p. 614. 
58 Thid., p. 630. 
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nent comments to be found in Frank's diary, regardless whether the Governor 
General had approved or rejected the plan. But Frank's diary contains not even 
the slightest suggestion of any such enormous mass murder—neither about its 
order nor about preparations for it, nor about its implementation, beginning 
with the aforementioned session of October 19, 1943. 

Another strange circumstance is the following: 

On November 18, two weeks after the alleged slaughter, Himmler was in 
Cracow as the Governor General's guest. If the butchery had really taken 
place, then only with Frank's permission, and what better opportunity could 
the latter have found to praise the executor of the bloody order? In the pres- 
ence of Himmler and “leading members of the General Government s Admini- 
stration and numerous SS and Police Chiefs" ( in other words, men with 
whom he could have been perfectly open), Frank gave an address in which he 
praised the police and thanked Krüger for having crushed a partisan group. He 
said: * 

"What the police from all units have achieved here need not be spelled out; 
their achievements make up one of the proudest chapters in German police history. 
The fact that you, my dear General Krüger, did such exceptionally good work this 
summer in combating the so-called Kolbak Gang, which like a bolt out of the blue 
suddenly struck the District Galicia which we had thought was almost pacified, is 
a particularly glorious chapter of your achievements. I would like to express my 
especial gratitude, and thank you in the name of all Germans and all members of 
the Administration. " 

Regarding an "Operation Harvest Festival", on the other hand, Himmler 
said nothing at all, even though if it had taken place he would have had even 
more reasons to thank Krüger, even if only in veiled form, for example with a 
covert reference to the Jews in the General Government whose number had 
declined because they had “emigrated or been shipped East” 5% 

But what is even more strange is the way in which Odilo Globocnik de- 
scribed the events of that November 3: * 

"On November 3, 1943, the labor forces were taken from the labor camps and 
the plants were shut down. The camp Commandants had not been informed of this, 
even though the responsibility rested with them; thus, I was hindered in the per- 
formance of my supervisory duties. I instructed the camp Commandants to carry 
out the closures and to continue ascertaining orders and transfers. 

The day before the camp was evacuated, Arms Inspector/Cracow General 
Schindler, acting on the basis of SS-Obergruppenführer Krüger 5 promise, came to 
an agreement with the camp leaders that 

a) henceforth only arms orders will be sent to the camps; 

b) on November 2 he had been assured that another 10,000 Jews would be de- 
tailed to armaments work. This agreement could not be met.” 





555 Ibid., p. 618. 
586 Ibid., pp. 619-621. 
587 Wirtschaftlicher Teil der Aktion Reinhardt. Undated document by Odilo Globocnik. NO-057. 
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So just one day prior to the alleged mass murder, Schindler and Kriiger 
were intending to expand the camps in Lublin District and to assign another 
10,000 Jewish forced laborers. But if Krüger had received Himmler 's order a 
few weeks earlier, decreeing that the Jews in the SS labor camps were to be 
shot, then how can one explain his above "promise" to the Commandants of 
these selfsame camps... and on the day before the mass execution, no less? 

The fact that these Commandants had not been informed of the evacuation 
of the Jews from the camps, set for November 3, is admittedly very odd, re- 
gardless whether one presumes the murder or the transfer of these Jewish 
workers. 

We are indeed left with an unsolved riddle here. 


4. Carrying out the Order 


In essence, all descriptions of the alleged massacre are based on the ac- 
count of SS-Oberscharführer Erich Mußfeldt, who testified that he had had to 
attend the mass execution at the new Crematorium and afterwards had super- 
vised the cremation of the corpses. It is therefore worth repeating in detail 
what Muffeldt stated on August 16, 1947, in Polish captivity: ** 

"One day in late October 1943 the excavation of pits was begun behind Com- 
pounds V and VI, approximately 50 meters behind the structure of the new Crema- 
torium. 300 inmates were put to this work; they dug without interruption for three 
days and nights, in two shifts of 150 each. In the course of these three days, three 
pits were excavated; they were more than two meters deep, zigzag-shaped, and 
each about 100 m long. 

During these three days, special commandos from the concentration camp 
Auschwitz as well as SS and Police commandos from Cracow, Warsaw, Radom, 
Lwów and Lublin gathered in Majdanek. Otto Moll and Franz Hóssler came from 
Auschwitz with 10 SS men. Altogether, some 100 SS men arrived from the cities I 
mentioned, and these SS men made up the Special Commando. On the fourth 
day—it may have been November 3—reveille was already sounded at 5:00 a.m. 
Therefore I went to that part of the camp where I usually stayed. The entire camp 
was surrounded by the police; I would estimate that there were about 500 police- 
men. They stood guard with their weapons at the ready. They were armed with 
heavy and light submachine guns as well as with other automatic weapons. 

A truck mounted with a radio transmitter was parked near the new Cremato- 
rium; a second such truck stood near the camp entrance, not far from the Building 
Administration. When I arrived at the camp grounds, both transmitters were al- 
ready on. They broadcast German marches and songs as well as dance music from 
records. The two trucks had been provided by the Propaganda Office [of the 
NSDAP] in Lublin. 


588 Anna Zmijewska-Wiśniewska, op. cit. (note 164), pp. 142-146. 
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I want to stress that up to that day I had no idea of the storm that was gather- 
ing. While the pits were being dug I had thought that they were air-raid trenches, 
since an anti-aircraft battery was stationed nearby. I asked an SS-man what they 
were for but I received no answer, and I got the impression that he himself didn t 
know what it was all about. The Jews who had been put to digging the pits replied 
to my questions that these pits were surely intended for them. I wouldnt believe 
that; I laughed at them and said that no doubt they were air-raid trenches. It was 
an honest remark, for at that time I really thought that. 

Around 6:00 a.m.—or maybe it was already near 7:00 a.m.—the operation be- 
gan. Some of the Jews who were gathered on Compound V were herded into a bar- 
rack, where they had to strip naked. Then Commander Thumann cut the wires of 
the fence separating Compound V from those pits, making a passageway. Armed 
policemen formed a human chain from this passageway to the pit. The naked Jews 
were led past this line-up to the pits, where an SS-man from the Special Com- 
mando chased them into one of the pits, in groups of ten. When they were in one, 
they were chased to the other end of the pit, where they had to lie down, and then 
an SS-man from the Special Commando shot them from the edge of the pit. The 
next group was likewise driven to the same end of the pit, where they had to lie 
down on the bodies already there, so that the pit gradually filled with layers of 
corpses lying crosswise almost up to the edge. Men and women were shot sepa- 
rately, in separate groups. 

This operation went on without a pause until 5:00 p.m. The SS-men in charge 
of overseeing the execution took turns; after their replacements arrived they went 
to the local SS barrack to eat, and the execution continued without respite. Music 
was blaring from the two radio transmitters the entire time. I observed these events 
from the new Crematorium, where I had my own room for myself and the inmates 
assigned to my unit. 

That day all the Jews in the Majdanek camp were shot, also those who were 
quartered with various enterprises such as the DAW and the Clothing Works as 
well as all those in the units working outside the camp. Jews who had been 
brought in from the [Lublin] Castle were also shot?! The entire operation was 
organized along military lines: a radio transmitter was used to keep in contact 
with the Chief of the SS and Police in Lublin and with other higher officers. The 
SD officer supervising the operation on-site (I dont recall his name) used this 
transmitter to give updates on the progress of the operation by periodically an- 
nouncing the number killed. I heard that a total of more than 17,000 Jews of both 
sexes were shot that day. This also included all the Jews from my own commando. 
In the morning, afier I had arrived in the camp, I had made inquiries as to what 
was going on, and I had asked Commander Thumann to please leave me my com- 
mando. He told me that was impossible; the operation, he said, was being con- 
ducted by Globocnik and the SD, and all the Jews of Lublin were to be killed, on 
the order of Governor General Frank. He added that instead of the Jews I would 
be assigned a unit of Russians. 

However, 300 Jewesses were left alive that day; they were needed to sort the 
things that had been piled up in the barrack where the unfortunate victims had un- 


589 The Germans had confined political prisoners in the Lublin Castle. 
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dressed before being led to the slaughter. Another 300 Jews were kept in the camp, 
at the disposal of the so-called Special Commando 1005. They were all quartered 
on Compound V. The women from this group had arrived in Majdanek in March 
and April 1943.7?! A couple dozen days later the men were gradually incorpo- 
rated into the Special Commando [|...]. 

After all the Jews had been shot on November 3, the pits were covered over 
with a thin layer of soil. 

On the day this operation was carried out, the camp received a new Comman- 
dant. SS-Sturmbannführer Florstedt was recalled, and SS-Sturmbannführer Weiss 
of Amtsgruppe D took over his post. Florstedt was relieved of duty because he had 
appropriated Jewish possessions. The matter was investigated by a Special Unit of 
the Reich Criminal Police led by SS-Sturmbannführer Morgen. To try and save his 
neck, Florstedt pretended to be insane. Even before he was relieved of office he 
had ordered me to remove the bodies of those murdered on November 3. Comman- 
dant Weiss later repeated this order. I was assigned 20 Russians for this purpose. 
The fourth day I gathered wood and boards, and on November 5, 1943, I began to 
burn the corpses. 

Since a section of the pits (that end at which the victims had climbed down into 
them) was not filled with bodies, I piled a bit of soil there so that a small incline 
was formed, making it easier to climb down. The following day I set up a sort of 
wooden grate in the pit; thats where the inmates placed those bodies that were in 
the farthest part of the pit. When the pyre was ready I poured methanol over it and 
set it on fire. I set up the next pyres closer towards the far end of the pits, on those 
spots where the bodies had lain that were already cremated. Once the ashes cooled 
off after the pyre burned down, the inmates from my unit brought it up, and then 
the bones were pulverized in a special, gasoline-powered mill. This powder was 
then put into paper bags and taken on cars to an SS-factory near the camp, where 
this bone meal was later used to fertilize the soil. My work was supervised by an 
SD functionary from Lublin who saw to it that all the bodies were cremated, that 
no unburned bodies remained in the pits, that any gold teeth were pulled from the 
bodies prior to cremation, and that all jewels they wore were removed [...]. 

By Christmas 1943 I had finished cremating the bodies of the more than 17,000 
Jews murdered on November 3. After cremation was concluded, the pits were filled 
with earth and leveled off [...]. 

Construction of the [new] Crematorium was completed after New Year 1944. I 
cremated the bodies of those who had died in the camp up to that time, together 
with those of the victims of November 3, 1943." 

Let us now examine the salient points of this statement. 


a) The Pits 


First, a very important point: an air photo dating from September 18, 1944, 
does in fact show three pits approximately 50 m from the new Crematorium; 
the longest of these measures some 55 m.? But the official plan??? drawn up 





5? The Polish text has 1944 as the date, but this is obviously a misprint. 
51 Cf. Photograph V. 
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in August 1944 by the Polish-Soviet Investigative Commission does not show 
these pits, even though this plan is very detailed and shows, among other 
things, a depression approximately 40 x 30 m in size, about 250 m northeast 
of Barrack 42. * Why did the Polish-Soviet experts not indicate the pits near 
the crematorium on their plan? 

In his account of the alleged execution of November 3, 1943, C. Simonov 
speaks of “several pits, two meters deep and several hundred meters long ",?* 
but even though he personally inspected the camp he does not mention the pits 
in his description thereof. Simonov writes at length about the new Cremato- 
rium, and continues: 7? 

"That it was necessary to build the crematorium became particularly apparent 
after the Katyn affair. Since the Germans feared that they might once again be ex- 
posed by an exhumation of the graves where they had buried their victims, they 
began extensive excavations near the Lublin camp in early fall 1943. They re- 
moved the semi-decomposed bodies from the numerous pits in the vicinity of the 
camp, and burned them in the crematorium to wipe out the evidence of their hei- 
nous deeds. The ashes and charred bones from the cremation oven were thrown 
back into the same pits where the bodies had been dug up. One of these pits had 
already been opened. In it, a layer of ashes almost a meter thick was found. " 

Thus it is clear that the three pits appearing on the air photo of September 
18, 1944, did not yet exist at the time the camp was liberated. After all, Si- 
monov was escorted by former inmates who showed him the horrors of the 
camp, and after visiting the ruins of the new crematorium he would not under 
any circumstances have foregone the opportunity to linger over those pits and 
to report that the most bestial atrocity in the camp's history had been commit- 
ted there. A photograph taken in August at the earliest, but probably in Sep- 
tember or October 1944, which was then submitted as evidence at the Lublin 
Trial, shows the cross-section of one of the three pits visible on the air photo: 
the stack of the new crematorium rises up in the background; in the fore- 
ground approximately 50 skulls can be seen, lined up neatly in five rows, and 
beside them is a pile of long human bones. Farther in the background is a 
small group of people, two of which are standing in another pit, up to chest 
level, while the others are standing at the pit's edge. It is also clear that the pits 
were opened by the Soviets and the Poles, and in any case this photo shows 
the most horrific of their finds. 

Today there are two pits near the new crematorium. The first, which is 
closer to the camp fence, looks much like that on the aforementioned photo, 
both in terms of its length and of the location of its three component parts. It 
consists of three segments. The first is approximately 4 m long and runs south- 


592 See Document 5. 

53 On the map this ditch is numbered 5. 
59! C. Simonov, op. cit. (note 310), p. 16. 
55 Thid., p. 11. 
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southwest (about 200 degrees), the second is roughly 25 m in length and runs 
south-southeast (approximately 145 degrees), while the third is some 27 m 
long and runs east (approximately 85 degrees). The pit is funnel-shaped; the 
distance between its edges varies from 4 to 7 m, while the average width at its 
bottom is 1 m. The depth ranges from 1.50 to 3.20 m. The third segment 
branches off into another ditch approximately 11 m long and running north 
(roughly 15 degrees). It extends all the way to the Mausoleum that has been 
built beside the crematorium. Incidentally, the latter is not visible on the air 
photo. 

The second pit, or ditch, runs parallel to the first in parts and consists of 
two segments, one 9 m in length running south-southwest (approximately 220 
degrees) and one fully 11 m long running south-southeast (about 145 degrees). 

This ditch is funnel-shaped as well. Like the first, its ground-level width 
from edge to edge is 4 to 7 m, and its bottom width is also approximately 1 m. 
It varies in depth from 1.60 to 2.60 m. On the air photo this second segment is 
roughly 21 m long. The present-day funnel shape of the two ditches is no 
doubt due to the gradual crumbling of their edges. 

Thus, the present shape and form of these two ditches does not permit any 
conclusions with regard to what took place there more than half a century ago. 

Where the situation of November 3, 1943, is concerned, there is no mate- 
rial or documentary proof that the three ditches visible on the air photo already 
existed at that time or, if they did already exist, that they were of the dimen- 
sions apparent on the air photo. According to Erich Mußfeldt the execution 
pits were zigzag-shaped, which holds true—partly—for only the first ditch on 
the air photo. On the other hand, this air photo reveals numerous zigzag- 
shaped ditches, including at least 10 W-shaped ones approximately 30 m long 
in the area of the construction yard northeast of Compound I, as well as one 
more than 50 m in length beside the camp fence close by the camp headquar- 
ters. Some 500 m west of the camp there is a zigzag-shaped, almost circular 
ditch about 300 m in length; it is connected to two other pits, also zigzag- 
shaped. The first of these extends eastward for several hundred meters right to 
the camp grounds. The other runs in the opposite direction for approximately 
60 m. Furthermore, some 400 m distant from the three pits near the cremato- 
rium there are two additional, sizeable ditches, similarly zigzag-shaped and 
approximately 100 m long. And finally, a zigzag-shaped ditch of the same 
length appears at the southern edge of Compound VI. * The origin and pur- 
pose of these ditches are unknown. 

At the Majdanek Trial in Düsseldorf, however, the Court, drawing exclu- 
sively on eyewitness testimony, claimed the following with regard to the al- 
leged execution ditches: 





596 See Photograph V. 
597 District Court Düsseldorf, op. cit. (note 55), v. IL, p. 459. 
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"In late October 1943, probably on Sporrenberg 5 initiative, excavations were 
begun behind the eastern corners of the Protective Detention Camp behind Com- 
pound V, near the so-called Crematorium and approximately 100 m distant from 
the so-called L-Barrack located on this side of Compound V. Here, a 6 to 7 m wide 
pit was dug, as were at least three zigzag-shaped ditches extending from the pit di- 
agonally into the surrounding land. The ditches were up to 100 m long, between 
1.5 and 3 m deep, and approximately 3 m wide at the bottom. They were to serve 
as execution site for the victims; the pit was intended for ‘distributing’ the victims 
among the ditches. " 

Let us note right away that the air photo of September 18, 1944, shows no 
trace of this pit. Where the three ditches are concerned, they beg two ques- 
tions: 

First, the shape of these ditches is inexplicable. Why did they have to be 
zigzag-shaped? Normal, straight ditches would have been much easier and 
faster to excavate. The zigzag-shape is all the more mysterious since E. 
Mußfeldt claimed that the three ditches were dug in three days’ uninterrupted 
shift work, which means that the matter must have been very urgent. 

Second, the location of the pits was such that there would have been no 
hope of covering up the mass murder. The aforementioned air photo shows 
that the town of Dziesiata was only approximately 400 to 500 m distant from 
the ditches, meaning that the townspeople could have watched the massacre 
comfortably from the windows of their homes. Under these conditions, play- 
ing loud music would have been completely pointless, for even if the towns- 
people had not heard anything, they could still have seen it all. 


b) The Execution Process 


According to E. Mußfeldt the killing began at 6 or 7 o'clock in the morning 
and ended around 5:00 p.m., so that it could not have taken more than 11 
hours. The Jews were liquidated in groups of ten. Assuming that the execu- 
tions took place in all three ditches simultaneously, this would indicate 
(17,000+30=) 567 separate executions. Therefore, each execution took 
(11x3,600--567=) approximately 70 seconds. In this short time, the ten people 
making up each of the three groups had to climb down into their ditch, cover a 
distance of 50 m on average and lie down on the bodies of their predecessors, 
to be shot in their turn. After the first few executions, the victims would liter- 
ally have had to climb onto the corpses of the earlier victims. Perhaps all this 
might theoretically have been possible in 70 seconds, but only if everything 
went absolutely smoothly, that is, if there was never any resistance or any at- 
tempts at escape—which is impossible. The victims would have known that 
they had nothing left to lose, and at least some of them would have put up 
desperate resistance. 

The execution commando is said to have comprised 100 SS-men, meaning 
that 33 or 34 would have been available per execution ditch. If these took 
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turns and alternated regularly, each executioner would have carried out 17 of 
the group executions and been “on duty” for about 20 minutes, i.e., for barely 
3% of the total time which the entire operation took. Therefore no doubt sev- 
eral SS-men would have been involved per execution. If they used automatic 
weapons, each execution group would have used many times more than 10 
bullets, for the automatic weapons of that time fired some 600 shots per min- 
ute, the MG 42 as many as 1,200 shots. * For example, if four of the killer 
marksmen had fired for even two seconds, they would have expended 80 to 
160 bullets to kill 10 victims. Thus, the amount of ammunition used would 
have been enormous. But Mußfeldt wisely remains silent on this point and 
also makes no mention of the numerous ammunition crates that would have to 
have been stacked up along the execution pits or on trucks standing nearby. 

Where were the men from the Special Commando posted? Mußfeldt makes 
do with the laconic comment that they stood by "the edge of the pit". Con- 
sider: 

— Each ditch was approximately 100 m long, 3 m wide and 2.25 m deep on 
average, making for a volume of about 675m}; 

— The excavated material took up a volume greater by 10 to 2596; 

— Muffeldt testified that on the very day of the massacre he was ordered to 
begin cremating the bodies, and that the ditches were filled in again and 
levelled so as to destroy the evidence. 

This means that on November 3, 1943, an enormous pile of earth some 
800m? in volume lay beside each ditch. Oddly enough, Mußfeldt also does not 
mention this, even though these mountains of excavated material must have 
made it difficult for him to see what was going on. 

That Otto Moll, Franz Hóssler and 10 other SS-men were sent to Majdanek 
shortly before the mass murder is not mentioned anywhere in Danuta Czech's 
Auschwitz Kalendarium. There is also no other documentary evidence for 
the dispatch of the other SS-men. 


599 


c) Body Cremation 


As we have just pointed out, E. Mußfeldt claims to have received the order 
to cremate the bodies on the very day of the mass murder. In light of this it is 
difficult to understand why the bodies would then first need to be covered up 
with soil at all. 

Still according to Mußfeldt’s own statements, made in Polish Communist 
detention, Mußfeldt proceeded to obtain the required firewood on November 





58 Meyers Handbuch über die Technik, Mannheim: Bibliographisches Institut, 1964, p. 500. 
However, the MG 42 could not have been used for this purpose, since its powerful recoil and 
higher weight required that it be supported i.e. mounted for use. What is more, on average 
the barrel of this machine gun had to be changed after every expended ammunition belt, 
since it was prone to overheating. 

5% G Colombo, Manuale dell'ingegnere, Milan: Hoepli, 1916, p. 190. 
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4, and began cremating the bodies the following day. He does not touch on the 
matter of the firewood again in the rest of his statement, but the quantities re- 
quired would have been enormous. Since we? have performed experiments 
in the burning of animal flesh, we know that 3.1 kg wood are required to burn 

1 kg of flesh in an oven that is open at the front and top and equipped with a 

grate. If the flesh is cremated in a pit, the firewood requirement increases to 

3.5 kg. In a mass cremation situation in a large ditch it is safe to postulate a 

minimum of 3 kg firewood per kg of flesh to be cremated, which means that 
200 kg firewood are needed to cremate one body. This means that some 3,400 
tons of firewood would have been required for the cremation of 17,000 bod- 

ies. That is approximately equal to 120 freight cars, fully loaded! Where did 

such a gargantuan amount of firewood come from, and how was it transported 

to Majdanek? Where was it stacked to protect it from the autumn rains and 
frost? Not only does Muffeldt fail to answer these essential questions—he 
does not even acknowledge them. 

Since according to Mußfeldt cremation was finished by Christmas, it can- 
not have taken more than 50 days at most (from November 5 to December 
24). 

In his statement of August 15, 1947, Mußfeldt testified that in February 
1943 Florstedt, then Commandant of Majdanek, had sent him to Auschwitz 
where he was to familiarize himself with the technique of cremation. He con- 
tinues: ^! 

"Afier I had looked at everything, I returned to Lublin the following day. On 
Florstedts orders, I and the unit assigned to me began to cremate the bodies that 
had been buried in the forest towards Lwów. At first I excavated a pit, but because 
cremation did not proceed quickly enough in this pit I devised the following set-up 
for cremation: I spread old truck tarps over rocks piled to a considerable height, 
ordered the bodies placed on these, and poured methanol over them. I had wood 
stacked beneath the tarps and set on fire. In this way about 100 bodies could be 
burned at one time. Some of them had been dug up, some were fresh, just brought 
in from the camp. After such a load had been reduced to ashes, these were 
pounded to powder and dumped into the pit whence we had removed the bodies in 
the first place. To pound the ashes we used iron sheets and pounders. These tools 
were supplied by an SD functionary from the so-called Commando 1005 who su- 
pervised my work. In this way I managed by the end of October to cremate all the 
bodies buried in the forest and in the region behind Compound V. According to the 
pertinent calculations I cremated approximately 6,000 bodies in the forest and ap- 
proximately 3,000 behind Compound V. These figures also include the fresh 
corpses of inmates who died in the camp during this time.” 

To summarize: Mußfeldt dispensed with cremations in pits because this 
method was inefficient, and he needed more than eight months to cremate 
9,000 bodies! But in November and December, he claims, he chose precisely 





600 Te. Carlo Mattogno, who performed these experiments in fall 1994 and winter 1995. 
6! Anna Zmijewska-Wisniewska, op. cit. (note 164), pp. 141f. 
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this inefficient method of cremation in pits, and managed more than 17,000 
bodies in at most 50 days! 

Judging from a photograph taken in Krepiecki Forest in 1943, cremation 
proceeded very slowly even with the set-up described by Mußfeldt. The photo 
shows about 20 charred bodies lying on a metal grate, which rests on some 
stones and has warped from the heat. H In light of this it is not surprising that 
the cremation of each of the 90 pyres holding 100 bodies took an average of 
four days. 

But if it took more than four months to cremate 9,000 bodies, then why did 
it only take 50 days, or even less, to manage more than 17,000, especially 
considering that all of 20 people were available for this job? 

One of the aforementioned experiments in cremating animal flesh in a pit 
showed that the temperature of the embers was still fully 280?C even 24 hours 
after the wood had been set on fire! After 31 hours it was still 160°C, even 
though the quantity of firewood that had been burned only weighed 52.5 kg. 
How long would it have taken the embers from several dozen tons of firewood 
to cool off? Even if one presumes a minimum time of 48 hours for a pyre to 
burn down, a cremation would theoretically still have taken two days, so that 
700 bodies would have been cremated in that time. * In practical terms, how- 
ever, the time between individual cremations would have been longer, since 
the 20 men at Mußfeldt’s disposal would have had to perform a whole series 
of tasks. To give an idea of the difficulties involved in such an operation, we 
shall base the following data on 700 bodies: *** 

1. Approximately 140 tons of wood had to be carried into a pit and stacked 
there; 

2. 700 bodies had to be carried out. After the firewood was stacked, these 
bodies had to be placed on the wood; 

3. After the pyre had burned down, approximately 3.7 tons of human ashes 
and roughly 11.2 tons of wood ashes? had to be removed from the pit; 

4. The ash had to be sieved, and about 3.7 tons of it had to be transported to 

the "mill". 


602 Op. cit. (note 23), Photographs 1 and 2 (photos on unnumbered pages). 

603 One would have to add to the 17,000 execution victims another approx. 500 inmates who 
died in the camp in November and December 1943. 

64 We assume three pyres, i.e., one per pit. 

605 We proceed from the assumption that the average weight of a body was 67 kg and that a 
quantity of ash weighing 8% of the body remains after a cremation. The latter figure is 
slightly greater than the percentage remaining after incineration in a crematorium, since or- 
ganic tissue is only ever incompletely incinerated in an open-air cremation. The calculation 
is as follows: (67 x 700=) approx. 3.7 tons.—In the cremation experiment which we (C.M.) 
performed, the weight of the ashes was 4% of the flesh, even though the beef used was prac- 
tically boneless. 

$06 We proceed from the experimental findings of 8% ashes and arrive at (140 x 0.08=) 11.2 
tons. 
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5. About 3.7 tons of bone meal had to be put in paper bags (74 bags at 50 kg 
each). 

Even if one accepts the unrealistic assumption that 20 men could have 
done all this in a single day, a cremation would have taken three days. This 
means that the cremation of approximately 17,500 bodies would only have 
been possible if more than 1,000 bodies were burned together each time, HIT in 
other words at least ten times as many as Mußfeldt had managed in the previ- 
ous months. 

In light of these bare facts, it is no longer difficult to assess Mußfeldt’s 
statements. They are unbelievable through and through, which means that his 
confession was forced from him. 


5. Reports of the Polish Resistance Movement 


The first account of the alleged massacre is contained in a secret mes- 
sage * which Majdanek inmate Henryk Jerzy Szczęśniewski is said to have 
written on the very day of the crime itself, on November 3, 1943.9? However, 
several internal inconsistencies in this note show that it must have been writ- 
ten later. For example, November 2 is not called “yesterday”, but “the day be- 
fore" (na dzien przedtem).9' What is even more revealing is that author men- 
tions an event that took place three days after the alleged mass execution (na 
trzeci dien DI i.e., he refers to November 6. The letter seems rather incoher- 
ent and disjointed. The author devotes only a few lines to the mass murder it- 
self, and supplements these with a sketch;°"! the text reads as follows: '? 

"The operation proceeded this way: on Compound V, in front of the Cremato- 
rium, they [i.e., the guards] set up a fence around the Laundry—in front of the 
Laundry on Compound V they [i.e., the Jews] stripped naked [in] A and went 
through the fence [in] C [into] B, where they were shot with carbines and subma- 
chine guns, and there they were buried [m] D." 

Regarding the number of victims, the author cites 17,000 and 22,000 dead, 
"as per conversations with the SS-men. "9? 

The entire letter is written in a sober, downright objective tone: there is no 
sense of the horror that the writer should have felt at the sight of a blood bath 
of such an extent, and the massacre is reported more like a trite detail of a 
camp chronicle. No less surprising is the fact that the letter contains no request 


to its recipient, one Kazimiera Jarosinska, whom her inmates regarded as a 





607 In that case Mußfeldt’s team would have had correspondingly even more work to do. 
608 The Polish term is “gryps”. 

6% Zbigniew Jerzy Hirsz, op. cit. (note 467), pp. 212-214. 

610 Thid., p. 214. 

$!! See Document 38. 
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sort of mother figure ( "mateczka "TZ. to inform the illegal Resistance Move- 


ment and the Polish government-in-exile in London of this atrocity. 

So there is no doubt at all that this letter was dated retrospectively. We do 
not know by whom, since H J. Szczesniewski’s correspondence was not 
found until 1966.9? Regarding the mass execution, the writer claims that it ac- 
tually took place not in the ditches themselves, but in front of these (Zone C 
on his sketch); not until afterwards were the bodies buried in the ditches (Zone 
C). This 1s certainly not an insignificant detail. It is also anything but likely 
that the author found out in "conversations with the SS-men how many Jews 
had been shot. 

The Delegatura learned of the alleged massacre only after an inexplicable 
delay, and the first reports differ from today's official version in some impor- 
tant aspects. We shall reproduce the relevant reports in chronological order. 

On November 15 the Delegatura reported: 5? 

"On Friday, November 5, a massacre was committed in Lublin. The Jews from 
all Lublin camps were brought together in Majdanek, and shot.” 

On November 18:5? 

"Reliable sources state that all camps in Lublin have been entirely liquidated. 
(Altogether about 10,000 people.) The inmates from all camps were brought to- 
gether in Majdanek and shot. Among the camps to be liquidated was that on the 
Lublin airfield which (a unique case on Polish territory) had previously held se- 
lected Jews—social activists, politicians, the foremost representatives of science, 
art etc. For a long time they had lived there under the illusion that since they had 
been specially selected and, in so many cases, transferred to the air field from 
other camps, the fate in store for them must be a better one. The liquidation of 
these camps has inflicted the last painful losses on the Jews ' social fabric. " 

On November 24 the Delegatura reported: "^ 

“Lublin. In Majdanek a massacre was committed of Jews who had been 
brought together there from all Lublin-area camps. A few days before, the Jews 
had been ordered to excavate pits outside the camp grounds—pits several hundred 
(kilkuset) meters long, three meters deep and five meters wide. On November 4 an 
SS unit arrived at the camp. The day after (November 5) the Jews were divided 
into groups, which were led to be executed one after the other. They were ordered 
to strip naked and were then mowed down with submachine guns. Loud dance mu- 
sic broadcast over megaphones drowned out the shots. The SS-men had been told 
that the execution victims were all Soviet Commissars and spies. The last group 
was taken to Trawniki to cremate the bodies, and then murdered.” 

And finally, the Delegatura report of November 30:5? 

"Majdanek. Preparing to evacuate Lublin, the Germans have begun the liqui- 
dation of Majdanek. The inmates were divided into three groups. The first, com- 
posed of a few hundred persons, includes political prisoners charged with grave 


612 Ibid., p. 205. 

93 Krystyna Marczewska, Władysław Wazniewski, op. cit. (note 445), p. 207. 
614 Thid., p. 218. 

615 Ibid., pp. 218f. 
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crimes, and sick, invalid, and elderly inmates. This group was separated from the 

rest. There were worries that they might be marked for execution. The others were 

divided into two groups. One group was to be released, the other abducted to the 

Reich to work. 

Majdanek. The Jews from all the camps in Lublin were brought together there, 
some 13,000 people in total. A few days before the liquidation the Jews were or- 
dered to dig some ditches outside the camp grounds, ditches several hundred me- 
ters long, five meters wide and three meters deep. On November 4 a unit of the 
Waffen-SS arrived at the camp; on November 5 the Jews were separated and had 
to strip naked, whereupon they were led off one by one to be executed. The execu- 
tion was carried out by submachine guns. Loud dance music from megaphones 
drowned out the noise of the shots. 

Trawniki. Before the liquidation, conditions in the camp had improved mark- 
edly, so that the shock was all the greater. On November 3 all the men were led 
away to dig 'air-raid ditches'. During this work they were suddenly surrounded 
and shot. The women and children were loaded onto 60 trucks, taken to the execu- 
tion site, and shot, naked. Finally, a group of POWs (Jewish-Polish soldiers) were 
shot. During the execution loud dance music from megaphones drowned out the 
sounds of the shots. There was no resistance. The Ukrainians did not participate in 
the execution. SS-men surrounded and isolated them. 150 Jews who had been 
brought in from Majdanek were put to work burning the dead bodies, and after 
they finished they too were shot. Then some 3,000 Italian Jews were brought into 
the camp.” 

As we can see, the first report about the blood bath of such incredible ex- 
tent took up all of two lines! Subsequent reports tried to lend the story credi- 
bility by adding details—which, however, stand in noticeable contradiction to 
today's version. The two most important are: the number of victims (10,000 to 
13,000 instead of 18,000) and the date (November 5 instead of 3). While the 
first ‘mistake’ may be understandable, it is absolutely incomprehensible how 
one could be unsure about the date weeks after the alleged event. 

As we have shown in Chapter VII, the Delegatura had excellent sources of 
information about the events in the Majdanek camp at its disposal. Whenever 
these sources reported verifiable facts, their distinguishing feature was accu- 
racy. We shall give two more examples of this from the time of particular in- 
terest in this context: 

On October 1, 1943, the Delegatura had a list of 35 SS-men, with first and 
last names, rank, previous posting, address and birth date!°!® And on Novem- 
ber 22, 1943, the Delegatura had an alphabetical listing of 369 inmates, drawn 
up by the Resistance cell operating in the camp." 

As already mentioned, the alleged execution site was clearly visible from 
the houses in the town Dziesiata, so that the townspeople could readily have 
provided reliable first-hand information. In short: there is no reasonable ex- 





916 Ibid., pp. 203f. 
617 Ibid., pp. 208-217. 
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planation for why the Delegatura, with its excellent sources of information 
both inside and outside the camp, should have been so poorly informed of an 
event with such enormous consequences as this alleged gigantic massacre. 
What is no less baffling is that it learned absolutely nothing about the crema- 
tion of the bodies. Just imagine: 

After the execution of 17,000 to 18,400 Jews, the camp must perforce have 
drawn the attention of informants even more than before. On November 5 
Mußfeldt begins to cremate the bodies. For about 50 days, the inmates remain- 
ing in the camp, the townspeople of Dziesiata, and everyone else in the area 
are constantly exposed to the sight of hellish flames and smoke from the 
pyres, and to the stench of the burning flesh. But not a single informant con- 
siders all this worth mentioning, and not one writes even one line about it! 

That also goes for the inmate Henryk Jerzy Szczęśniewski, who supplied a 
wealth of news about the camp in his secret messages of November 25 and 
December 14, 1943—when the cremation is said to have been in full swing— 
but wasted not so much as a word on these cremations.^'* 

And meanwhile, on November 17, the camp authorities calmly release 300 
inmates°'’—no doubt so that these could report far and wide all the horrors 
they had just witnessed and give the Delegatura as precise an account of the 
massacre as possible! 


6. The Alleged Mass Executions Make No Sense 
Economically 


A. Rutkowski points out the economically nonsensical nature of the alleged 
mass executions with the following question: ^? 

"Why would the central authorities of the Third Reich decide in late 1943 to 
wipe out some 40,000 qualified workers, in complete disregard of the great short- 
age of manpower? " 

The matter is even more important and more complex than this question 
would indicate. 

According to official historiography the massacre allegedly committed in 
Majdanek on November 3, 1943, was only one part of a much more compre- 
hensive operation affecting all the camps of the Eastern Industries Ltd. 
(“Osti”) in the General Government. 

The Osti was founded by the SS on March 12, 1943. Oswald Pohl, the 
Chief of the Economic-Administrative Main Office, as well as Gruppenführer 





618 Zbigniew Jerzy Hirsz, op. cit. (note 467), pp. 215-217. 
9? Krystyna Marczewska, Władisław Waźniewski, op. cit. (note 445), p. 219. 
620 A. Rutkowski, op. cit. (note 575), p. 28. 


226 


IX: Operation “Harvest Festival” 


Lórner, the Chief of Amtsgruppe B of the Economic-Administrative Main Of- 
fice, were members of its Executive. Pohl, Krüger, Lórner and Sammern- 
Frankenegg, the Higher SS and Police Chief of Warsaw, made up its Board. 
The firm's Directors were O. Globocnik and Max Horn, the Economic- 
Administrative Main Office's chief accountant.Ü) Globocnik was also the 
head of the Deutsche Ausrüstungswerke (DAW, German Equipment Works) 
that employed some 8,000 Jews in Lublin and Lemberg (Lwów).5? 

The purpose of the Eastern Industries was to establish a group of SS labor 
camps in order to make use of the manpower of drafted Jews. In June 1943 the 
Osti already controlled five camps with a total of 45,000 Jewish workers: the 
SS labor camps Poniatowa and Trawniki, the SS camp Budzyn, the DAW in 
Lublin, and the Clothing Manufacturing Plant in Lublin, in addition to the 
concentration camp Lublin, i.e Majdanek. * 

On September 7, 1943, Pohl decided to incorporate ten SS labor camps in 
Lublin District into the Majdanek camp as branches thereof; this was already 
done on the 14th of that month. 

On October 22, 1943, Pohl put the following camps under the charge of 
Amtsgruppe D of the Economic-Administrative Main Office: 

— the old airfield Lublin; 

— SS labor camp Trawniki; 

— SS labor camp Poniatowa; 

— forced labor camp and SS workshops in Radom; 
— forced labor camp and SS workshops in Budzyn; 
— main camp Cracow-Plaszów (Plaszów); 

— Deutsche Ausrüstungswerke, Lublin; 

— arms production camp in Lemberg. 

The same day, Globocnik was relieved of his office as Director of the Osti, 
and replaced by the Vice-Director. ** 

On October 26, Pohl sent the Commandants of 19 concentration camps, in- 
cluding Lublin (Majdanek), a directive regarding an increase in the camp in- 
mates’ productivity. He noted: * 

"Thanks to the expansion and consolidation of the past 2 years, the concentra- 
tion camps have become a factor of vital importance in German arms production. 
From nothing at all, we have created armaments production sites that are unparal- 
leled anywhere. 

We must now do everything to ensure that our achievements to date are not 
only maintained but constantly increased. 





9! Raul Hilberg, The Destruction... op. cit. (note 232), p. 340. 
622 Joseph Billig, Les camps de concentration dans l'économie du Reich hitlérien, Paris: Presses 
Universitaires de France, 1973, p. 187. 
623 Letter from Globocnik to SS-Obersturmbannführer Brandt, dated June 21, 1943. NO-485. 
624 
NO-057. 
$5 Archiwum Muzeum Stutthof, I-IB 8, p. 53. 
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Since the plants and factories are the vital aspect of this, this can only be 
achieved by maintaining and increasing the inmates’ capacity to work. 

In years past, given the scope of the educational efforts at that time, it did not 
matter whether an inmate could do useful work or not. Now, however, the inmates’ 
ability to work is important, and all measures taken by the Commanders, Leaders 
of the V Service, and physicians must work towards keeping the inmates healthy 
and fit. 

Not out of a false sense of sentimentality, but because we need them with their 
physical abilities intact—because they must contribute to the German people win- 
ning a great victory—we must take good care of their health and well-being. 

I propose as our first goal: no more than 1096 of all inmates at a time may be 
unable to work due to illness. By everyone responsible working together, this goal 
must be attained. 

This requires: 

1) proper and practical diet, 

2) proper and practical clothing, 

3) making full use of all natural means for preserving health, 

4) avoiding all unnecessary strain and expenditure of energy not directly required 

for work, 

5) productivity bonuses.’ 

A. Rutkowski answers his own question—quoted at the start of this sec- 
tion—by saying that the reasons for the mass execution were political in na- 
ture, and adds that where the Jewish Question was concerned Himmler did not 
care about economic considerations. ^? 

Even though, on the whole, this assessment is not entirely untrue, it is in- 
correct where the matter at hand is concerned. First of all, even before the 
time of interest here, Himmler's efforts to evacuate even those Jews working 
in the armaments industry had met with opposition from Hans Frank. On 
March 31, 1943, at a session in the government seat in Cracow where the state 
of security in the General Government was being discussed, Krüger gave an 
address in his capacity as Secretary of State; the session stenographer recorded 
his words as follows: *7 

"There can be no doubt that the removal of the Jews has also contributed to 
bringing calm to the region. It was one of the most difficult and unpleasant tasks 
for the Police, but had to be carried out on the Führer 5 order because it was nec- 
essary in the greater European interest [...] Only recently he [Krüger] again re- 
ceived the order to achieve the removal of the Jews within a very short time. It had 
become necessary to also remove the Jews from the armaments industry and those 
enterprises involved in the war industry, unless they were working exclusively for 
interests vital to the war effort. The Jews were then gathered together in large 
camps, from where they are dispatched to day labor in these armaments enter- 
prises. However, the Reichsführer-SS would like to see this employment of the Jews 
ended as well. He [Krüger] had discussed this matter in detail with Lt.-Gen. 


> 





6 A. Rutkowski, op. cit. (note 575), pp. 31f. 
7 IMT, vol. XXIX, p. 670. 
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Schindler and believes that in the end it will not be possible to fulfil this wish of 

the Reichsführer-SS. Among the Jewish workers there are some with special quali- 

fications, precision engineers and other qualified tradesmen which one cannot 
simply replace with Poles nowadays. " 

Secondly, in early November the SS labor camps were already part of the 
Economic-Administrative Main Office's jurisdiction and were considered 
branches of Majdanek, whose Commandant was one of the recipients of 
Pohl's letter previously quoted. 

In view of these facts, the destruction of more than 40,000 workers who 
were of great importance and use to the German war industry would have 
been, in economic terms, sheer idiocy 


7. What Really Happened on Novenber 3, 1943? 


Considering the almost complete lack of documents, it is impossible to an- 
swer this question precisely. The only thing we may be certain of is that on 
November 2, 3 and 4, 1943, various police units participated in a major opera- 
tion in Lublin which the three squadrons of the Pol. Cavalry Unit III mention, 
albeit only briefly. The first squadron reported: ** 

"From November 2—November 4, 1943, the squadron, strength 1:25, partici- 
pated in a major operation of the SS-Pol. Unit 25 in the area of Lublin and Pu- 
lawy.” 

The second squadron noted:** 

"The second squadron took part in the major operation of November 2— 
November 4, 1943, in the Lublin area.” 

The third squadron reported: ^? 

“A section, strength 1/40, was deployed as part of the units responsibilities, on 
a special mission in Lublin from November 2 to November 4." 

Battalion 101, about which Christopher R. Browning has written a book" 
was part of the 25th Regiment. Browning's book also includes a chapter about 
the “Harvest Festival", but it contributes absolutely nothing to our under- 
standing of the matter; most importantly, it cites not so much as a single 
document in support of the actuality of the alleged massacre. 


95 W, Zysko, op. cit. (note 576), pp. 188f. 

622 Thid., p. 189. 

630 Thid., p. 190. 

$1! Christopher Browning, Ganz gewöhnliche Männer. Das Reserve-Polizeibataillon 101 und 
die ‘Endlösung’ in Polen, Reinbek: Rowohlt 1997. The book is based almost exclusively on 
the statements made by 125 former members of Battalion 101 in the course of court investi- 
gations conducted twenty years after the fact (p. 13 and 193) and contains a number of anec- 
dotes collected and assiduously commented on by the author. It is much more of a historical 
novel than a serious study of history. 

632 Thid., chapter 15, pp. 179-189. 
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So what did these numerous units, dispatched to take part in a special op- 
eration, actually do? The most likely thing is that it was a major transfer to 
other camps. 

One item of circumstantial evidence for this was provided by the Novem- 
ber 20, 1943, issue of the Polish newspaper-in-exile Dziennik Polski, printed 
in England. The paper reported the murder of “15,000 Jews” and added:** 

"25,000 Jews were transferred from Majdanek to Cracow, where they were 
quartered in hundreds of recently-constructed barracks. Probably these Jews will 
have to work in the German factories which have recently been transferred to the 

Cracow district. " 

The following also supports the hypothesis of a mass transfer of Jewish 
inmates to the west: 

As Raul Hilberg notes in his standard work about the ‘Holocaust’, a total 
of 22,444 Jews worked in the armaments industries of the General Govern- 
ment in October 1943. In January 1944, however, two months after the alleged 
mass murder, the number of Jews working for the armaments industry in the 
General Government had not decreased; quite the contrary—it had increased 
to 26,296!°" 





633 Jolanta Gajowniczek, op. cit. (note 446), p. 256. 
634 R. Hilberg, The Destruction... op. cit. (note 232), p. 341. 
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From 1944 to 1981, Polish, Allied, aad West German courts brought legal 
actions against former members of the Majdanek guard staff. ** Only two of 
them are of interest historically: the trial of six members of the camp guards, 
conducted in a great hurry before a Special Court in Lublin between Novem- 
ber 27 and December 2, 1944, and the Majdanek Trial in Diisseldorf (1975- 
1981). We shall take a closer look at these two court cases. 


1. The Lublin Trial of the End of 1944 


On October 26, 1944, in a Special Court in Lublin, charges of murder and 
abuse of prisoners were brought against four SS-men and two Kapos who had 
served in Majdanek. The trial was held from November 27 to December 2 of 
that year and ended in death sentences for the SS-men Hermann Vogel, 
Wilhelm Gerstenmeier, Anton Thernes and Theo Schólen as well as the Kapo 
Heinz Stalp. The sixth defendant, the Kapo Edmund Pohlmann, had allegedly 
committed suicide in pre-trial detention. The death sentences were already set 
to be carried out on December 3, by hanging. 

Under the conditions prevailing at that time, a trial under the rule of law 
was impossible: after all, the withdrawal of the occupation forces and the end 
of harsh foreign rule were only four months past, and the war continued to 
rage in a large part of Poland. Many residents of Lublin and its environs had 
lost family members in the camp, or had spent some time there themselves. 
Furthermore, right after Majdanek was liberated, reports of one and a half mil- 
lion murder victims were spread about with all possible hype, and the photos 
of the crematorium, the "gas chambers" and the bodies that had been found 
were exploited to the fullest by strategic propaganda. 

The people screamed for revenge. In this atmosphere of public incitement 
the defendants never had a chance. Of course it is too late now to find out if 
they had really committed crimes during their time of service; there can be no 
doubt that the same punishment would have been imposed on any other SS- 
man or Kapo unfortunate enough to come into the same situation as these 
men. Whether they were guilty or innocent—finding witnesses for the prose- 


635 Regarding these trials, see Czesław Pilichowski, op. cit. (note 61), pp. 423-436. 


231 


J. Graf, C. Mattogno, Concentration Camp Majdanek 


cution was an easy matter in any case, and it was also not difficult to obtain 
the desired confessions. 

The Reasons for Sentence made it very clear that these defendants were in 
the prisoners’ dock as proxies for all of Germany, and not only National So- 
cialist German Di? 

"This trial revealed all the sordid details of the monstrous nature of that system 
consolidated, perfected, modernized and mechanized by Adolf Hitler as worthy 
successor to the imperialist methods of the Crusaders, the methods of the Bran- 
denburg electoral princes, Frederick the Great, Bismarcks imperialism and 
Treitschke's ideology. The absurd racial theory, the doctrine of the ‘Master Race’, 
the catchword of gaining ‘living space’ at the expense of other peoples were made 
a reality after the war was set off, by the Hitlerites proceeding step by step in all 
occupied countries to exterminate the local populations, to an extent and with 
methods unparalleled in history. The number of victims who were executed or har- 
assed for alleged crimes against the occupation power turns out to be small in 
comparison to the scope and extent of the extermination that took place in the so- 
called death camps. In Majdanek alone, 1,700,000 people were murdered. What 
monstrous total must we arrive at when we add to this figure the number of those 
martyred to death in the other eleven death camps, not to mention the ordinary so- 
called labor camps, concentration camps and forced labor camps!” 

The following transcript of the pre-trial questioning of a witness shows 
how summarily ‘evidence was taken’ for this trial: * 

“1. Your name?—Benen Anton. 

2. Your nationality?—Dutch. 

3. How long in the camp?—One year. 

4. What can you say about the beatings and murders in the camp?—I was beaten 
several times. I was hung up in a special way to be beaten. Half an hour later 
they threw me into the water and beat me again. 

5. What can you say about the ordeal of the Soviet POWs?—The people were suf- 
focated in gas chambers and shot. 

6. What can you tell us?—Everything was done in such a way that no-one saw or 
heard anything. However, I did see a queue of 600 people being led to death. 

7. What nationalities did you see in Majdanek?—I saw Russians, Poles and Jews, 
but I can t say anything. 

8. What do you know about the murders in the gas chambers?—I know that peo- 
ple were suffocated in the gas chambers, and then the bodies were dragged out. 

9. Were you sick in the camp? You don t look well, and your throat is bandaged.— 
I spent four years in concentration camps and got sick because there was not 
enough to eat. 

10. Were there other Dutch inmates?—Yes. There were mostly Jews and they were 
brought here later. 

11. In which concentration camps were you?—In Ostburg, Dachau and then Lub- 
lin. But Lublin was the worst. 





636 Sentencja wyroku, op. cit., (note 198) pp. 99f. 
$87 Indictment of Hermann Vogel et al., op. cit. (note 3), p. 51. 
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12. Why were you transferred from Dachau to Lublin?—I was drafted into the 

army, but I didnt want to go and thats why they locked me up. 

13. Who's taking care of you today?—The Polish Red Cross is looking after me, 

but there is still not enough to eat.” 

That concluded the questioning, and another example of ‘evidence’ for the 
mass murders in Majdanek had been obtained.— The interrogation of the de- 
fendants in pre-trial detention was also accomplished at top speed, for exam- 
ple the interrogation of SS-Rottenführer Theo Schólen:** 

“1. Were you in Majdanek?— Yes, I was there. 

2. Do you know about everything that took place in the concentration camp?—I 
saw a few things, and heard about others. 

3. Do you know anything about people being gassed?—I know that gassing was 

mostly done in the evening, and the bodies were later burned in the cremation 

furnaces. 

How was that done?—I only saw bodies, I didn t personally attend the killing. 

Is it true that people went through the shower beside the gas chamber?— Yes, 

they were in the bath, and then they went into the chamber. 

6. What was the Majdanek camp generally called by the Germans?— 
‘Extermination camp’; this term was used from the time of the mass murder of 
inmates onward. 

7. Do you know what different nationalities were in Majdanek?—I don t know ex- 
actly. 

8. What nationalities were most strongly represented?—Jews, Russian POWs, 
Poles, French, Italians and others. 

H What methods were used in dealing with the Soviet prisoners of war?—I don t 
know exactly about the Russians. But I know that about 18,000 to 20,000 Jews 
were killed on November 3, 1943. 

10. Are you a member of the National Socialist Party?—Yes, since 1937; I have 
been in the SS only since 1942. 

11. Who treated the prisoners especially badly, and who was to blame for the mass 
murder?—There were many of them, but I dont know all the names. But I re- 
call that the SS-man Foschted [possibly a reference to the third camp Com- 
mandant, Florstedt], Obersturmführer Thumann and Obersturmführer Mußfeldt 
played a major part in the administration and in torturing the inmates. 

12. What did you do in Majdanek?—I was manager of a supply depot. 

13. Where did the shoes and the children’s and women 5 clothing come from that 
were found in great numbers in the camp?— These things belonged to murdered 
people, primarily Jews. 

14. What was done with the bodies?—I heard that they were burned in the crema- 
torium. 

15. Did you participate in the murder of people?—No. I was far away from it all 
and just looked after the supply depot. 

16. Who told you about the murders?—I don t know the names exactly; I just heard 
that Mußfeldt and Thumann did it.” 


R 


638 Ibid., pp. 50f. 
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The trial itself was conducted as per the classical pattern of a Stalinist show 
trial in which the defense attorneys served as secondary prosecutors. Accord- 
ingly, Jaroslawski, the court-appointed defense counsel for the defendants 
Gerstenmeier and Vogel, requested on the very first day of the trial to be re- 
leased from his duties, because‘ 

"[...] in the course of a thousand years Germany has systematically committed 
crimes against all its neighbors, including the Slavic people; because Germany 
has completely exterminated the Slavic peoples between the Laba and the Oder 
and has shown that she wants to completely eradicate the Slavic nations; because 
Germany, obeying its Führer Adolf Hitler, attacked the Polish state in September 
1939 and brought about a horrible world war [...]. " 

Kazimierz Krzymanski, the court-appointed defense counsel for the defen- 
dant Thernes, also begged to be excused from his duties, because^? 

"[...] the misdeeds that are to be judged here in this court room are so abso- 
lutely gruesome and were planned and committed in such a satanic way that we, 
who have lost our loved ones in Majdanek [...|, cannot be expected to defend 
those who are accused of having committed these atrocities.” 

Naturally, the lawyers' requests were refused, and they had to continue to 
*defend' their ‘clients’. 

The atmosphere of hysteria that must have reigned at this trial can be in- 
ferred, for example, from the public prosecutor Jerzy Sawiecki’s insane alle- 
gation that at least half a million Germans had been involved in organizing the 
extermination at Majdanek:°*" 

“At least 500,000 Germans—accountants, financiers, clerks, storemen, railway 
men, postal workers, telephone operators, engineers, physicians, jurists, agrono- 
mists, chemists, pharmacists—it takes one’s breath away, try to imagine it, half a 
million Germans in total were involved in the well-organized machinery for killing 
defenseless people. Who can really grasp the horror of this fact? Half a million 
people, all of them driven by one single thought, namely, how to destroy other 
people as quickly, cheaply and efficiently as possible. Thats Majdanek!” 

We would love to know if this public prosecutor actually believed what he 
was saying.—The evidence, aside from ‘material evidence’ such as empty 
cans of Zyklon, consisted of the testimony of a total of 13 eyewitnesses. We 
shall restrict ourselves to just one sample, an excerpt from the questioning of 
the witness Jan Wolski:™! 

“Public prosecutor: What do you know, in general, about the extermination of 
the Slavic peoples in Majdanek? 

Wolski: When the Governor General came from Berlin to carry out an inspec- 
tion, and I was setting the table in the casino, I overheard his discussion with our 


639 Majdanek. Rozprawa przed specyalnym sądem karnym w Lublinie (Majdanek. Proceedings 
of the Special Court in Lublin), Cracow: Spółdzielnia Wydawnicza ‘Czytelnik’, 1945, p. 6. 
640 pp; 
Ibid., pp. 79f. 
$^! Ibid., p. 40. 
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Commandant Weiss (and Gerstenmeier was there too) about how one could exter- 

minate the Slavic peoples in Majdanek. 

Public prosecutor: Do you know that Gerstenmeier ordered additional cans of 
Zyklon? 

Wolski: Yes, I heard about it, because he wanted to stockpile some Zyklon for 
the future. He put it like this: 'These are uncertain times, we must be prepared to 
take wipe out all the prisoners. '" 

The defendants as well had been thoroughly drilled in their role in this 
staged spectacle and obediently recited their scripted admissions of guilt. The 
following is an excerpt from the Kapo Heinz Stalp's interrogation: ^^ 

"Public prosecutor: I asked you about the children. How were these children 
exterminated in the gas chamber? 

Stalp: I know of one case. When I was in the 'Clothing Plant' in Pohlmann 
Street, two trucks drove up in the morning and the children of parents working in 
Majdanek were loaded up. The parents had been told that the children were being 
taken away for educational purposes. 

Public prosecutor: Was the children 5 clothing taken away too? 

Stalp: Yes. 

Public prosecutor: How many children were there, and how old were they? 

Stalp: There were little ones, one year old, and there were thirteen- to fourteen- 
year-olds. 

Public prosecutor: How were they taken to the gas chamber? 

Stalp: The truck drove right up to the gas chamber. Personnel from the SD [Se- 
curity Service] was present, the children were led onto the Womens Compound 
(Compound No. I) and ten women were brought from there who had to undress the 
children. Then the children were ordered to go into the chamber, they were told 
stories about how nice it was there; some children cried, but they didn t know that 
they were going to their deaths. Once they were in the chamber, an SD-man closed 
the door, and then gases were piped in through the square opening. 

Public prosecutor: Did you see these children who had been asphyxiated in the 
gas chamber, and how did they look? 

Stalp: Yes, I often saw inmates being brought out of the gas chamber. Their 
lungs had obviously burst, and there was blood coming out, but not in every case. 
After two days their dead bodies turned a greenish color.” 

Note that neither of the poisons allegedly used—carbon monoxide or hy- 
drogen cyanide—causes the lungs to burst! Clearly the Kapo Heinz Stalp had 
said exactly what he was forced to say. 


2. The Düsseldorf-Majdanek Trial 


After many years of investigation, in the course of which more than 200 
people were questioned, the gloomy spectacle that has gone down in history as 
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the "Majdanek Trial” began in Diisseldorf on November 26, 1975. The pro- 

ceedings dragged on for six years and ended with a verdict on June 30, 1981. 

Initially, 15 former members of the camp guard staff had been charged, in- 

cluding six women. One of the accused, Alice Orlowski, then 73 years old, 

died in 1976 during the trial; another accused, Wilhelm Reinartz, was released 
in 1978, not being fit to be held in prison; the three former guards Rosy Siiss, 

Charlotte Mayer and Hermine Bóttcher, as well as the camp physician 

Heinrich Schmidt, were acquitted early, in 1979, since their innocence had 

been established. Of the remaining nine defendants, one—Heinrich Groff- 

mann—was acquitted in 1981.59 In the other eight cases, the sentences were 
as follows: 

— life imprisonment on two counts of joint murder of a total of at least 100 
people, for the defendant Hermine Braunsteiner-Ryan; 

— 12 years imprisonment on two counts of serving as joint accessory to mur- 
der of a total of at least 100 people, for the defendant Hildegard Lächert; 

— 10 years imprisonment on two counts of serving as joint accessory to mur- 
der of a total of at least 141 people, for the defendant Hermann Heinrich 
Hackmann; 

— 8 years imprisonment on five counts of serving as joint accessory to mur- 
der of a total of at least 195 people, for the defendant Emil Laurich; 

— 6 years imprisonment on two counts of serving as joint accessory to mur- 
der of a total of at least 17,002 people, for the defendant Heinz Villain; 

— 4 years imprisonment for serving as joint accessory to murder of 41 people, 
for the defendant Heinrich Petrick; 

— 3 years and 6 months imprisonment for serving as joint accessory to mur- 
der of 41 people, for the defendant Arnold Strippel; 

— 3 years imprisonment for serving as joint accessory to murder of at least 
100 people, for the defendant Thomas Ellwanger. 

The two defendants who were given the severest sentences, Hermine 
Braunsteiner-Ryan and Hildegard Lächert, had been accused of participating 
in the selection of Jewish women and children for the gas chambers; the other 
six were charged with participating in the execution of prisoners, particularly 
within the scope of the alleged mass murder of November 3, 1943. 

In the following we shall quote at some length from the Düsseldorf verdict, 
which discussed the gassing of inmates and the number of victims of the Ma- 
jdanek camp: © 

"The most terrible burden on the inmates, especially the Jewish people, were 
the selections for death by gassing. These selections had begun in late autumn 

1942 and were carried out predominantly in spring and summer 1943. 


63 C. Pilichowski, op. cit. (note 61), pp. 432-434. 

$^ District Court Düsseldorf, op. cit. (note 55). The sentences and Reasons for Sentence are 
given on pages 778-795. 

645 Ibid., pp. 86-90. 
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From the start, the crematorium and so-called delousing facilities had been 
planned for the concentration camp Majdanek, but their completion was delayed 
considerably, as was the entire construction project. Just as the camp had initially 
been described as ‘prisoner-of-war camp’, even though it was actually designed as 
concentration camp, the term ‘delousing facility’ also served as code word. 
Himmler s aforementioned order of July 19, 1942, [that all Jews living in the Gen- 
eral Government were to be concentrated in a few set zones by the end of that 
year] resulted in the circumstance that the camp, aside from its initial purpose of 
forced labor and transit camp, at times also had to function as extermination 
camp, which it did with its gassing facilities. 

[...] The gassing victims were Jews of all ages and various nationalities, espe- 
cially mothers with children, elderly, ill and injured, as well as people appearing 
to be unfit or not entirely fit to work. For the most part, the camp personnel used 
its own judgement to decide which of the people preordained for the Final Solu- 
tion' belonged to this group and which were to contribute their manpower to the 
National Socialist regime for some time yet. [...] It has not been possible to deter- 
mine whether there were also isolated cases where non-Jewish inmates were in- 
cluded in the gassings, for example who were considered to be so-called Muslims 
or decrepits for reasons of their age or ill health; but it is likely that this happened, 
at least sometimes. 

[...] The ‘initial selections —the culling of Jewish people who were considered 
no longer useful as ‘manpower —continued in further selections for the same pur- 
pose, carried out on the various Compounds of the protective detention camp; the 
SS camp jargon cynically described these selections as 'the unit bound for 
Heaven'. These selections were done most frequently in spring and summer 1943, 
at irregular intervals and in various ways. Some were carried out by a sort of 
‘commission’ usually made up of one of the SS camp doctors and a group of other 
male or female members of the SS, and some by the guards of the individual com- 
pounds. The victims were Jewish people who were ill, sickly, exhausted, injured or 
deemed ‘unfit to live for other reasons. 

The gassing always proceeded in the same way. The inmates marked for death 
were taken to the barrack, made to undress and then herded into one of the gas 
chambers. As soon as the door was closed air-tight behind them, the carbon mon- 
oxide or Zyklon B was introduced into the chamber. Both poisons caused paralysis 
of the respiratory organs and thus a painful death by sufjocation. With carbon 
monoxide, which was only used in the initial phase of the gassings, death gener- 
ally took a little longer than with Zyklon B. That poison, however, also did not 
'take effect' immediately, only after a certain time, because the effect was depend- 
ent on the extent to which the cyanide salt broke down into its gaseous form due to 
the slowly rising room temperature. As soon as the SS-man in charge of supervis- 
ing the gassing determined that all the victims had died, the steel doors were 
thrown open so that the gas could escape. Then the bodies were brought out by a 
special unit of inmates, loaded onto hand carts or vehicles and either taken to the 
old or new crematorium to be burned, or to pits or pyres prepared outside the 
camp in the surrounding forest. 

By early 1943 at the latest, the mass selections of people to be killed by gassing 
were common knowledge in the Majdanek concentration camp. This resulted in the 
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fact that instances where inmates were culled under circumstances resembling se- 
lections, but actually for other purposes—primarily for transfers to other camps— 
were misunderstood by many inmates as selections for the gas chambers. This 
goes primarily for the culling of female inmates for the aforementioned transports, 
between late June and late August 1943, to the concentration camps Auschwitz 
and Ravensbrück and to the forced labor camp Skarcysko-Kamienna. The women 
who were considered for these transports had to undress and submit to an ‘exami- 
nation' by one of the camp doctors in the presence of female SS guards in the 
Washing Barrack of the Women’s Camp. However, unlike for ‘selections for kill- 
ing’, which were carried out in a similar manner, the purpose here was to cull 
people appearing to be ‘particularly fit to work’, not such that were unable to 
work. 

The evidence heard by this court has not been able to determine precisely how 
many people lost their lives in the concentration camp Majdanek as a result of 
gassing, execution and other violent means, epidemics and malnutrition, abuse 
and privation, and other reasons, However, this court considers a minimum of 
200,000 victims, among them at least 60,000 Jewish people, to be a certainty." 
The Court then went on to substantiate how it had arrived at its “findings” 

about homicidal gassings, selections for the gas chambers, and the number of 

victims. Eyewitness testimony was the only basis for these findings, and the 
witnesses fell into the following categories: 

a) The accused themselves, as well as the four co-defendants who had already 
been acquitted, "insofar as they gave relevant information”. 

b) 75 mostly Jewish former inmates of the camp who testified at the Düssel- 
dorf Trial. 

c) 11 members of the SS who were suspected of participation in the crimes 
under investigation but who were not charged. 

d) 6 female witnesses who were not fit to travel and were instead questioned 
in the United States, Canada and Australia by members of the Court. 

e) 37 mostly Jewish former inmates of Majdanek who were not fit or not will- 
ing to travel, and were instead questioned in Israel, Poland, the Soviet Un- 
ion and Austria by means of International Assistance in Law Enforcement, 
in the presence of members of the Court. 

f) 23 inmates who made their testimony in the form of written depositions, 
and who have since died or become unfit to be questioned. 

g) 18 former members of the SS or female SS guards who were not suspected 
of or charged with any crimes. 

h)3 German witnesses who were unfit to travel and were instead questioned 
in their homes. 

As a fig leaf, the evidence of these witnesses was supplemented with an 

"expert report" by the "expert on contemporary history " Dr. Wolfgang Schef- 

fler, and with the contents of "other documents, papers and photographs dis- 
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cussed in the Main Hearing, insofar as they were made part of the trial by 
reading or visual examination”. The Court continued: ** 

"The Court has relied primarily on the report by the expert on contemporary 
history for its determinations with respect to the design and construction of the 
camp, the purposes it was used for, the development of the inmate population and 
the total number of victims. The subject expert has also argued this part of his ex- 
positions and conclusions convincingly, and supported it with extensive documen- 
tary source materials; further, they are largely congruent with what other evidence 
has shown in this regard [...]. Where the findings respecting the physical location 
of the gas chambers and their technical facilities are concerned, this Court has 
based them on the compelling expositions of the subject expert, on the contents of 
the protocol of the on-site inspection of the camp conducted by means of Interna- 
tional Assistance in Law Enforcement, and primarily on the testimonies of the wit- 
nesses Heinz Müller, Cesarski [eight more names follow]. 

The witness Müller is one of the few members of the SS who have not sought to 
hide their knowledge behind alleged ignorance, inability to remember, disinterest 
in camp events at the time in question, or other excuses. According to his own 
statements, he was initially with the Wachsturmbann from late 1941 on, and with 
the command staff from late 1942 to spring 1943, and has admitted that as part of 
his training as SDG [sanitation services assistant] he was present when a group of 
naked people were killed in one of the small gas chambers by piping carbon mon- 
oxide into it, and that he observed the deaths of the victims through the small win- 
dow. The witnesses Cesarski, Stanislawski, Skibinska and Ostrowski unanimously 
confirmed the use of Zyklon B; this also follows from the protocols of the question- 
ing of the witnesses Benden, Gróner and Rockinger, which were read into evi- 
dence. " 

So the verdict was based almost exclusively on eyewitness testimony. 
What should one make of that? 

Generally speaking, we note that witness evidence is considered to be the 
most uncertain form of evidence, since human memory is very unreliable and 
easy to manipulate. In science as well as in justice under the rule of law there 
is a hierarchy of evidence with regard to evidential value, according to which 
any form of material or documentary evidence is superior to eyewitness testi- 
mony in terms of evidential value.” 

The French historian Jacques Baynac has aptly described the value of eye- 
witness testimony for historians: ** 

“For the academic historian, an eyewitness statement does not represent real 
history. It is an object of history. Eyewitness testimony is not weighty evidence; 
and many witness testimonies are not much weightier than a single one if there is 
no solid documentation to support them. It would not be much of an exaggeration 
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to say that the postulate of academic historiography is: no paper(s), no established 

facts.” 

In the case of the Diisseldorf Majdanek Trial, there are additional reasons 
for treating the eyewitness testimony with utmost suspicion: 

— The events that were the subject of the trial had happened more than thirty 
years earlier. Under these circumstances eyewitness testimony must be 
considered almost worthless, since human powers of recollection tend not 
to improve over time. 

— There was probably not one of the witnesses that had not spent the years 
since liberation constantly exposed to stories, both heard and read, of gas 
chambers and mass murders in the National Socialist concentration camps. 
Under these conditions one had to expect that the witnesses would begin to 
confuse what they themselves had experienced with what they had merely 
heard or read. 

— Former inmates of Majdanek perforce felt anger and hatred for their former 
oppressors. No-one enjoys being deprived of his freedom, and the condi- 
tions in the Lublin camp were beneath all human dignity, which the ex- 
tremely high mortality rate already shows. Further, it is certainly conceiv- 
able that at least some of the accused had tormented and harassed the in- 
mates. Under these circumstances, the temptation would have been irre- 
sistible for most of the witnesses to expose not only any real misdeeds the 
SS-men might have committed, but also to impute to them other, far worse 
crimes, especially since they had nothing whatsoever to fear even if they 
were caught committing perjury. 

— At the time of the Düsseldorf Majdanek Trial, it had already become well- 
known that some other German atrocities that had also been ‘proven’ by 
eyewitness testimony were in fact fabrications of Allied atrocity propa- 
ganda. One example of this is the allegation that the Germans had commit- 
ted the mass murder of Katyn, which the Soviet perpetrators had blamed on 
the vanquished Germans. German officers were incriminated in the So- 
viet courts by eyewitnesses and then hanged as the murderers of Katyn.°° 
Even though the Soviet Union did not admit its guilt until Gorbachev's 
time, the west, and thus the Federal Republic of Germany, knew from the 
start that the Soviets were responsible for that massacre of Polish officers 
and that therefore the witnesses drummed up by the Soviet justice system 
had been lying. 

It was equally well known at that time that there had never been any homi- 
cidal gassings in Dachau and other western concentration camps, even though 
‘proof’ of such gassings had been obtained right after the war in the form of 
eyewitness testimony. For example, the Dachau camp physician Dr. Franz 
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Blaha testified under oath at the Nuremberg Trial that he had performed au- 
topsies on the bodies of gassing victims in that camp. DT But ever since Martin 
Broszat, then a staff member and later the Chief of the Munich Institute for 
Contemporary History, had determined in 1960 that no Jews or other inmates 
had been gassed in Dachau (or in other western camps), *? even the orthodox 
historians, i.e., those supporting the theory of extermination, considered the 
gas chambers of Dachau, Buchenwald, Bergen-Belsen etc. as finished. Thus, 
the witnesses had also lied in these cases. The Diisseldorf court should have 
borne all this in mind rather than putting blind faith in its witness testimony, 
for why should eyewitness testimony about gassings in Majdanek be more 
credible, a priori, than eyewitness testimony about gassings in Dachau? 

Now the reader may object that even SS-men corroborated the gas chamber 
murders to the Court—namely, the four acquitted co-defendants, members of 
the SS who were first suspected but ultimately not charged, and finally, some 
that had never even been suspected. 

We would point out first of all that an outsider has no way of checking the 
court's claims; we do not know what exactly the SS guards in question said in 
their testimony, since the trial transcripts are not available to the public. If the 
members of the SS should actually have testified to the reality of the homi- 
cidal gassings, one cannot help but suspect that they bought their early acquit- 
tals or their dispensation from criminal charges with this testimony that was so 
desirable to the Federal German justice system. After all, it was the one with 
the power to decide which former Majdanek guards would end up in the pris- 
oner's dock and which would not. If the judiciary had been determined to 
charge and imprison this or that former guard, it was surely not difficult to ob- 
tain the desired incriminating eyewitness testimony. The judiciary was not 
short of means for exerting pressure, as it were, to produce the desired state- 
ments. 

In this context, the case of SS-man Heinz Miiller is quite revealing; as the 
reader will recall, the court had praised him for being "one of the few mem- 
bers of the SS who have not sought to hide their knowledge behind alleged ig- 
norance, inability to remember, disinterest in camp events at the time in ques- 
tion, or other excuses." He confessed having attended the gassings with car- 
bon monoxide, thus finally furnishing some evidence for murders committed 
with this poison: even though the official subject literature unanimously al- 
leges this killing method, we have failed to find even one other witness state- 
ment to this effect. 

Heinz Müller was well rewarded for his cooperation: he never made per- 
sonal acquaintance with the prisoner's dock. 





$5! IMT, vol. V, p. 172. 
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The court itself involuntarily furnished a striking proof of the unreliable 
nature of eyewitness testimony by stating that "many inmates" had misinter- 
preted "instances where inmates were culled under circumstances resembling 
selections |...] but actually for other purposes, primarily for transfers to other 
camps ". It obviously never occurred to the Court that with this comment it 
was declaring all eyewitness testimony about “selections for the gas cham- 
bers" to be worthless, since every culling "under circumstances resembling 
selections" could actually have been done for purposes of transfers to other 
camps (or assignment to a labor unit) and been misconstrued by inmates as a 
selection for the gas chambers. 

Obviously the Federal German justice system did not try for even a second 
to obtain documentary or material evidence for the alleged homicidal gassings 
at issue in the Majdanek Trial (not unlike National Socialist trials of similar 
nature). One example of its utter ignorance of documentary evidence is its 
claim that the term “delousing facility" was only a code word with which the 
homicidal facilities were disguised. If the court had taken the trouble to study 
the surviving German documents, it would have found the descriptions of the 
plague of lice in the camp, as well as the construction plans for the delousing 
facilities. And the delousing operations are also mentioned in the eyewitness 
reports which the court set such great store by in other respects. 

The fact that the picture which the Düsseldorf court painted of Majdanek— 
(as a site of planned extermination of human beings)is not supported by so 
much as one documentary proof. It is something that could not be disguised 
even with numerous references to the "expert on contemporary history", 
Scheffler, who was said to have supported his findings about the camp's pur- 
pose and the total number of victims "with extensive documentary source ma- 
terials". The court wisely kept silent about what materials these might have 
been. And since these "extensive documentary source materials" simply do 
not exist, even Herr Scheffler could not use them to prove either the mass ex- 
termination nor the alleged minimum of 200,000 victims. 

The Court did not even try to come up with a basis for this completely fic- 
tional figure. The reference to the eyewitnesses was a particularly pathetic ar- 
gument here, for even if the gassings had actually taken place, the witnesses 
could have been present only at individual murder operations at best, and 
could not possibly have known the total number of the camps” victims. To de- 
termine this number, the first requirement would have been to find out the to- 
tal number of inmates deported to Majdanek; so the court would first of all 
have had to try to locate the transport lists. But nothing of the sort was done. 

The Court even depended on the “compelling expositions of the subject 
expert" with regard to the “physical location of the gas chambers" and their 
"technical facilities". While it is alleged that an “on-site inspection of the 
camp" was done with "International Assistance in Law Enforcement", this in- 
spection cannot have been very thorough. Otherwise the inspectors would at 


242 


X: The Trials 


least have noticed that one of the “homicidal gas chambers" has a window, 

which the victims would immediately have smashed. 

One thing that is a matter of course in any nonpolitical murder trial, 
namely, an expert report on the murder weapon, was obviously deemed super- 
fluous by the Düsseldorf Court in a case prosecuting such a spectacular and 
horrific crime as the alleged mass gassings. 

An expert report on the "murder weapon" (meaning, in this case, the 
rooms described as "gas chambers" as well as the two poisons allegedly 
used) would have shaken the foundations of the eyewitness accounts about 
gassings. That, however, was not the purpose of the trial, and therefore such 
an expert report was omitted and the "expert on contemporary history" Schef- 
fler was consulted instead of a chemist or a toxicologist. 

Unfortunately the defense missed its opportunity to take up this point and 
insist on an expert report about the "murder weapon". Obviously, just as in 
similar National Socialist trials, the defense attorneys chose to bow to oppor- 
tunistic considerations and preferred not to question the image of the "exter- 
mination camp ", insisting instead merely on their clients” personal innocence. 

Just as for the alleged gassings, the Court was also satisfied with eyewit- 
ness testimony where the alleged mass execution of November 3, 1943, was 
concerned, and it accepted these testimonies without question. 

Aside from the mandatory "expert on contemporary history", Scheffler, 
the following witnesses are cited in the Court's verdict to prove the massacre 
of November 3, 1943: 

— 24 former inmates of Majdanek; 

— the defendants Groffmann and Villain (of whom the former was then ac- 
quitted and the latter got away with a sentence that was mild relative to the 
charge); 

— 13 members of the SS who were suspected of complicity but never 
charged; 

— former co-defendant Hermine Bóttcher, who had been acquitted; 

— 4 German witnesses who were unable to travel and made written deposi- 
tions instead; 

— 5 Polish and Soviet witnesses who were unable or unwilling to travel and 
made written depositions instead; 

— 13 witnesses who have since died—including Erich Mußfeldt(!). 

One of the witnesses for the prosecution who was suspected but not 
charged was the SS-man Georg Werk. With reference to him, the verdict 
states: ^ 

"According to his statements, the witness Werk was posted to the office in Lub- 
lin at that time, and had been detailed to the execution squad, but claims that he 

did not participate in the shooting but only ‘watched’ because—(in his own words) 
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‘luckily’ his submachine gun malfunctioned. The latter is anything but believable; 
but the Court has absolutely no doubt that the rest of his testimony is truthful, es- 
pecially with regard to how the witnesses had to lie down on top of each other like 
roofing tiles, to be killed with shots to the back of the head or in the neck." 

It doesn't take much of an imagination to picture how the Court probably 
bought this witness's incriminating statement: in return for the desired de- 
scription of the mass murder, Georg Werk was exempted from criminal 
charges, even though the Court considered his excuse,the malfunctioning 
submachine gun, to be unbelievable and he would therefore logically have to 
have been charged as accessory to murder, and convicted. SS-man Erich 
Laurich, on the other hand, who categorically denied any involvement in the 
executions,^ was "exposed" by the testimony of the witness Zacheusz Paw- 
lak, and sentenced to eight years in prison. 

One of the most revealing sections of the verdict is that about the witness 
Stanisław Chwiejczak. He incriminated the defendant Heinz Villain (who was 
charged with participation in the alleged mass execution of November 3, 
1943) by testifying that on that day, Villain and another SS-man had received 
some object of value from a Jew destined to be shot; the latter had retrieved 
his valuable from a hiding place to try to buy his life with it, but then Villain 
had led the Jew off to the execution ditch after all. The Court considered 
Chwiejczak's statement to be unbelievable, for the following reason: ^? 

"Where [...] the witness Chwiejczak is concerned, under questioning in the 

Main Hearing on September 17-18, 1980, he identified the defendant Villain as 

one of the two SS-men who had accompanied the Jewish inmate to his hiding 

place; the witness Pych had stated the same. However, as the witness Chwiejczak 
admitted, this claim is exactly the opposite of that which he stated in this context 
some 10 months earlier, at his hearing on November 6, 1979, in Warsaw in the 
presence of members of the Court, where he had stated that the defendant Villain 
was not involved in this incident. The reason which the witness gave for this con- 
tradiction—namely, that after his questioning in Warsaw he had thought about it 
and remembered that the defendant Villain had been present—may be true; how- 
ever, the Court is not convinced of this, since there are several indications to sug- 
gest that in the time between his questioning in Warsaw and his appearance at the 

Main Hearing the witness has attempted to 'refresh' his memory not only by 

‘thinking’ but also by obtaining information from outside sources.” 

Evidently it did not occur to the Court that S. Chwiejczak may not have 
been the only witness to make use of their time and opportunity to “ refresh’“ 
their "memory [...] by obtaining information from outside sources ". 

The possibility that one or the other of those accused in Düsseldorf may 
have been guilty, of abusing inmates or even of murder, cannot be ruled out. 
More than three decades after war's end, it was impossible to bring evidence 
and to conduct an inquiry perfectly and in complete accordance with the prin- 





654 Thid., v. II, p. 510. 
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ciples of a state under rule of law. And in any case, such individual crimes 
would not have contributed anything decisive to the three central issues: 
whether there were homicidal gas chambers in Majdanek; whether a minimum 
of 17,000 Jews were shot there on November 3, 1943; and whether at least 
200,000 people really died in the Lublin camp. 

The irrefutable conclusion can only be that the Majdanek Trial was a po- 
litical show trial in which the guilt or innocence of the accused was really ir- 
relevant and which actually only served to cement the image of the "extermi- 
nation camp" with a court verdict, a valuable contribution to the reeducation 
of the German people. 

That the Poles, four months after the liberation of Majdanek, would stage a 
show trial of members of an enemy nation that still occupied part of their 
country is something one can understand. But that the Federal Republic of 
Germany, more than three decades after the end of the war, carried out a trial 
that disregarded such elementary juridical norms as the subordination of wit- 
ness testimony to material and documentary evidence is something that cannot 
be justified. At best there may be mitigating circumstances. 

One of the mitigating circumstances one must probably grant the Düssel- 
dorf judges is that they were under extreme pressure from domestic and for- 
eign media, antifascist organizations, foreign governments, particularly the Is- 
raeli and the Polish, and most likely also from the Federal German govern- 
ment. Even the early acquittal of some of the accused had prompted a flood of 
protests. The Court pronounced some of the defendants guilty because it had 
to pronounce them guilty, and convicted them because it had to convict them. 
The sentences were then promptly criticized as being too lenient, both at home 
and abroad. Under such conditions an independent dispensation of justice 
was hardly possible. 

While the state of evidence for the alleged 200,000+ victims of Majdanek, 
the homicidal gassings in Majdanek, and the massacre of November 1943 has 
not improved even with the Düsseldorf Trial, those with a vested interest in 
preserving and maintaining the official version of history can claim, ever since 
this trial, that these mass crimes have been "judicially noted" as fact and 
therefore no longer need to be proved. As per their self-perception, the Ger- 
man historians, beginning with the fantastic "expert on contemporary history " 
Wolfgang Scheffler, will probably continue to take this as a dispensation from 
responsibility to conduct some serious academic and scientific research about 
this camp. 


656 C, Pilichowski, op. cit. (note 61), p. 435. 
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The concentration camp Majdanek was a place of suffering. 

The people imprisoned there suffered under catastrophic sanitary condi- 
tions, epidemics, at times completely insufficient rations, back-breaking heavy 
labor, harassment. More than 40,000 Majdanek inmates died, primarily from 
disease, debilitation and malnutrition; an unknown number was executed. 

The real victims of Majdanek deserve our respect, just as all victims of war 
and oppression deserve our respect, regardless what nation they belong to. But 
we are not doing the dead any service by inflating their number for political 
and propagandistic reasons and by making utterly unfounded claims about the 
way they died. 

The longer a time separates our present from World War Two, the less jus- 
tification there is for supplementing the real suffering and the real deaths in 
the Lublin camp with inventions of gargantuan-scale slaughter committed in 
gas chambers and with mass executions—a slaughter for which there is no 
trace of proof and which numerous compelling arguments of historical as well 
as technical nature speak against. 

The reduction in Majdanek's victim count which was introduced in Poland 
in the early 1990s was justified by saying that the unscientific considerations 
which in the past had required an inflation of the real numbers were now no 
longer valid. If that is truly so, then we may expect that the Polish historians— 
who, unlike their western counterparts, have at least tried to research the 
events in Majdanek—will throw off the dead weight of Stalinist historiogra- 
phy completely and not only in small portions, and that they will be open and 
honest about the consequences that will perforce follow from the state of 
documentation and from the physical nature of certain facilities on the 
grounds of the former camp Majdanek. 

A real and lasting reconciliation between the German and the Polish peo- 
ple, which is exactly the hope of this book's two authors, who have ties of 
friendship to both peoples, can only flourish on a foundation of the complete 
truth! 
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Document 1: Lublin and the Lublin camp (Majdanek). Source: T. Mencel 
(ed.), Majdanek 1941-1944, Lublin: Wydawnictwo Lubelskie, 1991, un- 
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Document 2 


"Geneza i początki 


Plan of the POW camp Lublin from October 7, 1941. Source: 
budowy obozu koncentracyjnego na Majdanku (Genesis and Beginnings of 
the Construction of the Concentration Camp Maidanek). in: ZM. I. 1965. unnumbered page. 
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Document 4: Plan of the POW camp Lublin from December 5, 1942. 
Source: Z. Murawska, System strzezenia i sposoby isolacji wiezniow w 
obozie koncentracyjnym na Majdanku (System of guarding and meth- 
ods of isolating the inmates in the concentration camp Majdanek), in: 
ZM, I, 1965, unnumbered page. 
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Document 4a: Detail from Document 4. Labels added. 
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Document 6: Plan of the concentrtion camp Lublin, published by Zdzisław Łukasz- 
kiewicz in "Obóz koncentracyjni i zagłady Majdanek” (The Concentration and Exter- 
mination Camp Majdanek), in: Biuletyn Głównej Komisji Badania Zbrodni Nimieckich w 
Polsce (Bulletin of the Commission to Investigate the German Crimes in Poland), v. 4, 
1948, unnumbered page. 
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Document 8: Camp population report of December 9, 1943. Source: 
APMM, sygn. I.c.2, v. 1. 
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Camp Population 
1941 
IV Quarter 2,000 
1942 
I Quarter 2,000 
II Quarter 10,000 
II Quarter 10,000 
IV Quarter 11,500 
1943 
Month Men Women total 
January 7,900 3,000 10,900 
February 8,000 4,000 12,000 
March 8,200 4,000 12,200 
April 9.000 4,000 13,000 
May 13,000 8,000 21,000 
June 14,500 8,000 22,500 
July 12,300 10,000 22,300 
August 11,700 6,500 18,200 
September 14,100 4,000 18,100 
October 13,600 4,500 18,100 
November 7,260 3,000 10,260 
December 7,640 2,500 10,140 
1944 
Month Men Women total 
January 13,240 2,400 15,640 
February 10,460 3,200 13,660 
March 11,000 2,000 13,000 








Document 10: Population of the concentration camp Majdanek. From: Z. 
Leszczyńska, "Stany liczbowe wiezniów obozu koncentracjynego na Ma- 
jdanku ”, in: ZM, VII, 1973. 


266 





Documents 











rl“ EA 2^ 
Amt Dilinoaent...ie „Onat aug ol 
Łoaz.=La er durc..schnittl, 
zele.starke 

bachau 17 300 
Sachsenhausen 25 500 
zuchenwald 003 
hauthbauser/Gusen 100 
Flożenaburg 300 


s€ucngBlme c 
Auschwitz-..nner 
Auschwitz--rauen 


N £ non 

WWW PU CO QW FANE 
o 
o 
o 








000 
JroL-uiosen 000 
go = 200 
Sergen-belsen 300 
Stutthof-Lanner 800 
Stußtnof-rrauen 500 
Luplin-Münner 11 500 
Lublin-Frauen 3 Joo 
Ravensbrück-Lünner 3 100 
Baveusbr.ick-Frauen 44 100 
kiga +: 3 000 
lierzoyenbuasch 2 500 | - - = e 
Gosant 224 ooo 4699 
uaazvonoRzw s su eave 
2 Gesamtdurchachnitt August 1943 2.09 % 
x desautdurchschnitt Juli 1943 2.23 £ 
Ist EI E 


LLLI PT 











Document 11: PS-1469, p. 4. 
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Document 12: Death Book, June 30 to July 1, 1942. Source: APMM, sygn. 
I.d.19, p. 37. 
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Document 13: Death Report for the Personal Effects Depot, dated Oc- 
tober 23, 1942, refers to October 20. Source: GARF, 7021-107-3, p. 
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Document 14: List of the Deceased for the Majdanek Camp, Nov. 
30, 1942. Source: Archive of the Glowna Komisja Bdania Zbrodni 
Hitlerowskich w Polsce, 626, z/OL 3, p. 52. 
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Document 15: Deaths in the concentration camp Lublin in December 
1942. Source: as for Document 14, p. 59. 
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Document 16: Deaths in the concentration camp Lublin in March 1944. 
Source: GARF, 7021-107-9, pp. 211a-212. 
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Document 16, cont’d. 
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Document 17: Kori Diagram J.-Nr. 9079 from Oct. 16, 1941: 
facility. Source: APMM, sygn. VI-9a, v. 1,p. 11. 
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Document 19: Diagram by the Building Administration of the POW Camp 
Lublin, Nov. 23, 1942, POW Camp Lublin Crematorium. Source: APMM, 
sygn. VI-9a, v. 2. 
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Document 21: Kori Diagram from Dec. 10, 1942: POW Camp Lublin 
Crematorium. Source: APMM, sygn. VI-9a, v. 2, p. 8. 
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Eo ` n 
I. KORI GmbH. SEE 280 


Technisches Büro und Fabrik V" -He/L. BERLIN W 35, den 8. Januar... 194 3 


tor $ Dennewitzstr. 35 





1 Ibfallverbrennungsöfen aller Art : i 
und vollständige Verbrennungsanlagen i 

i lesseleinmauerungen - Schornsteinbau 

| Goh, Schmelz-, Mudfel- und Wärmeöfen, sowie An das 

*mtliche Feuerungsanlagen der Metallindustrie 

d Einäscherungsöfen für Krematorien Hauptamt C III vom Reichsführer ss : 

4 und Chef der Deutschen Polizei i 








Fernsprecher: Sammelnr. 22 54 64 
Telegramme: Kori-Berlin 35 K 
PUE Berlin-Lichterfelde-West 


n Postscheck-Konto: Berlin 3135: ERZE EZ OO BRAZ MZC | 
Ę Konto: Dresdner Bank Berlin, Dopostianknpes, i 26 d 
Potsdamer Straße 111 | 7757 cme CET mer den Eichen 126 


Erfüllunge- und Gerichtsort: Berlin n | P 
A 












i Pom *riHl. B 






AA, 1943 






pefangenenlegér Lublin, 


In obiger Angelegenheit unterbreiten wir Ihnen zunichst in der 
Anlage die Copie unseres Schreibens an die Zentralbauleitung der 
Waffen SS und Polizei Lublin. Wir fügon gleichzeitig eine 
Abschrift unseres Angebotes vom 9.4.42 bei, welches alle Finzel- 
heiten über den Umfang unserer Lieferungen und Leistungen für diese 
Kom. enthält. Zu diesem Schreiben gehört auch die beil iegende 

Zel chnung J.Nr. 9079 die eine Ergänzung durch die Zeichnung J.Nr. 
9112 erhielt, wenigstens soweit es sich um die Anorünung der 
Schornsteine handelt. Die beiden vor dem Schornstein angeordenten 
Saugzuganlagen brachten wir in Vorschlag, weil zwischen den Ein- 
äscherungsöfen 1 u, 2 sowie 3 u. 4 je ein Heizschlangensystem 
für die Rauchgasausnutzung eingebaut werden soll, um heißes Wasser 
kostenlos in großen Wengen zu gewinnen. Die Umführung der Rauch- 
gase durch das Heizschlangensystom bedingt - besonders an heißen 
Sommertagen - einen künstlichen Auftrieb für die Rauchgase, den 
man nur mit den vorgesehenen Saugzuganlagen zu erreichen vermag. 


EX CE PER 


Wir berichteten bereits mit unserem Schreiben vom 25.9.42 unter 
„Berufung auf Ihr Schreiben vom 2.12.42, 'aaB die Armsturteilo bis 
auf wenige Stücke hier an unserem Lager versandbereit liegen und 
zwar für 5 Üfen. Der Abruf Ihrerseits kónnte demnach jederzeit er- 
folgen und wir werden dann auch bemiiht bleiben das Chamottematerial 
von einem Oberschlesischen Werk auf den Weg nach Lublin zu bringen. 
Vorsatz- und Hintermeuerungssteine sowie Mórtel und Zement be- ! 
schaffen wir uns durch die örtliche Bauleitung in Lubi in „gegen Ver- Ü GC 
rechnung. H. ` 








Wir erwarten gern Ihre Stellungnahme zu unserem Bo: 


ja 
Anlagen He nit es 


OT Bi 


pu PAT Bea 




















Document 22: Letter from the company Kori to Hauptamt CIII of the 
Economic-A dministrative Main Office, dated January 8, 1943. 
Source: GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 250. 
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widok ogólny krematorium (według planu niemieckiego sporządzoncgo przez Bauleitung K. L. Lublin i zatwierdzoned 
24. VI. 1943) j 








Document 23: Diagram of the new crematorium, by the Building Administration of the concen- 
tration camp Lublin, dated June 24, 1943. Source: Z. Łukaszkiewicz, “Obóz koncentracyjni i zag- 
łady Majdanek” (see Document 6), unnumbered page. 
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Document 24: Diagram of the new Crematorium, by the Central 
Building Office of the concentration camp Lublin, dated June 29, 
1943. Source: WAPL, sygn. Central Construction Office, 70, p. 1. 
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Document 25: Plan of the new Crematorium, drawn by the Polish-Soviet 
Investigative Commission. GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 115. 
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e. d N geb. 18.2.15 


Mit Wirkung vom 1, 
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' x l 
i A Untercturmführer 
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Document 26: Erich Mußfeldt’s promotion from SS-Scharführer to SS- 
Oberscharfiihrer, June 1, 1943. Source: GARF, 7021-107-5, p. 283. 


283 


J. Graf, C. Mattogno, Concentration Camp Majdanek 








Hbunosb mue g 


«ut. 1 
- E-E. 
Ga 


Born BE, OEATONDIEX METER Gen OŚPRpYRYkA nopox sar yapuni 
MA Kon nette KRUSH | MOTO OÓTOPPSEMI "Hm, 
Bast ZP Ton ah egg AR TMBOTRyeT O esst eeh, ST 
INOS OP MB q TORAKA Gate raum arn EIER 
WAWA T mens mONO we HODENE Gs Kr al 
EEN 

` HATiauou DONETAHTOP Neper ramtot novim. 


i TEX HKTECKOE OBOCHOBARNE Pa BOTH 
` GMIDATENbHNX "rue. 





A. Cxeua óSerpeps ewure Tönen 
neget /cm.cXswy b — 5/, 
‚Porenstsns BWOORON Teumeperyps B macar, Aert mr an! 

“Orne ona born Garten OÓDPEGOM: D E iod 
CRAPO TOUGH AA ORTH  TDJIOB mpoissom/zog KOBOGW, — ^ 
Janek GBAXOTOIbCTPyET Gegen KOKCA Ha PSppiTODii KpUwGTODHH d'Ae ar TR POX:DATHON Ra pen Hue HOCHNKY,  ycTasazpapbeMge pa 
SolbiMo OGTATKA KOKOA R KYGBX y Kran mug, iporyrTw rope wis, Ponbramrax; 

Kex koca npt  pedorpene nous, TAR H TpYNOB UPR ORBTBHAN AX Ð Te — $/ ompwzanias ape; e 

TSX, NOCHSTOETEMSHO NpoXAKMIM! JOPE KaMępy omürarun /A/, Bepx- 7 p Iph © CEITRTOTLTyD Keuopy ; 


HM COpRIONTER DENA codoJuufk Kara /t/, Beprusasbtwit TuMOxox /8/ Bf TON RB HOOKIKEK TO poneramry axparamac XO KANGORUKOB 
Orpoa WALE TEDS Sopop /4/ 5 xuwobym Tpy5y G NaSykneMieu ere ` Ze MAZEKGH rent: COPACYBBNACH HA ZA" Sanam nak 
OTBOM BOKTANATOPA. O, Seng, 
T Doe mmsiepeyicrouaye OUSPENN no sarpyax. - 

Ära oóscnewemua Antenne TekTEpArypiOro pergua p padera NER nepar sDMTerbuOrO sed aa "spass reir no "nest" 
Reset MDH aćrpysxe AX Tpynawi, Safpymmauue mogi nocpezoreow Xe. Sarpymasuoh Hewson, warme Gym HE TANNE" Tino, 
Dot worte OTKNEYHTŁOW OT owe oer ren CUORE, D Safe? KuasTCĄ > a ne. 
STPUNETEUOE OTBOPOTYŁ Irauorpou 85 uM Ma mama open EVEN Wt B. KomuteorPo aurpyrmeusk cpynos — s erter Stu Tei. 


XsMonoro NOTOKA B Gris an open. B 
pęk kę XR MDUENT OCMOTDAh GQSKEOTO Konatecna KOTNO sony a 





R. Hponyoksus  onooojroore CEA reges - Total! rte, NORKONOOHNKONOW NPOCTIAHCH @ H RA Zënn 
Ge TOKE Ata OÓOTPŁDR ween, B rem aTAdeIR Tpydon mper (ponia 
Y i p " De 0 duu KOAŚWHOCTEM,  ykmbypapt ga SEH 
TPXTGREHi G'0006H0016 orange neuer samtowt ot: omamme "äer aer po Leed ATI eria ERE i aa 
T ege la, ge = 
1. or Tewtobżrypu p xavope owipanm; Raya ne po reiege xaa NNI TpyTe, mudo A © OdpyS 
2. Bpewesa, NOTPOÓRONO INA OJNOŃ sarjyaxi 
3. KOMILSOTDR OCI senn TPYUOB; 4. Pre, Torpeómoo ans oxnopesosoro oeirsuns dnrpyskk s nean 
4. BpeMSHi CXHDhHWs OxHODa3OBO! Jarpya un. 


Ipm capexere mm notpesuero spewoxa KIA monitoreo Geess tpyno- 
Dä HƏ pBOWeTA OwBTARMR ORBOrO mme: porrot nena, DpH 





1, Tsuneparypa B kauepe Okgra du: HAN. 
T - 68/, yrrepoxon - 1,1% 
Koweps  OMTARWA  BurOXeRa MA rug&cORODG OrAeynopa u Sune k 8/ TPM wenosoga CoLepmar vom A 116, 
PROGHATEHE, Ha TeunepaTypy 1300-14009. C, pu ooHorpo SAONA oui upon R SezkOb - 47,3% R BOTY. - 5,06; 





TaTenbliyk Neve YoTawomieHo: BO móex owurarerbiuk Suter Au Sí BOSSE IDOTOPLIA /upe mecs noromenaro rpym 50 xr/ 
acosan KIALKa use? SHARTONDNNE op maus, A NMUBCOBUK KEpu Tope yno, ar, Ai ein — 0,6 ur, maps H Genkon 18,05 Kr a sony 
fi  Woroenrxonux penorok vue? Caas Den Ae Domi usu 258 arp. ` 

Pepomnoues wonvbixalinw Kpowkuf, UyTYNERO anze m Róprweu Dopu- 

BOHTANbHOM  COOPOdNOM Kanne, B HURHeA Caos veer, INODWI- Uf CET UNTeOKYD 880TH, POGLOBROW HUDI X Geiz, OPRWETADOBOJ - 





Burgen na ypiepom n hozopore, p coorunsuns 4 | 1 tere 
S£ yrnepoth x ZOE Biopoxa /cOTepnakuiu KKOROpoxA p yknetotar, a 
TONES Ospu n szora s OBPAMSŃSOKOW VROTM, wi Ee WX nes ee TUTE 


POBAHY BOB IOTB46 onnapnenuf, 


Onrapıenne izmecosoro orüeyuopa p kaweprr CAHPERAR X D$pepos- SHY CN 
Heuze VOTWÓUKANMK KpewHXr B IHHACOBON wi spe KOTOCHAROD CHATO. 
TONBOTRYBT O TOM, YTO TeMnopaTypa B kawepe onärenn Suna OGNORE Tartu oóptaoy, omi Tpyn oOXepwiT 11,2 arp. Yritepoga x 
15000. Teopu suta m oumepxemre wyrynwux gISepow CRANE TOXPOTByDT 2,8 KTD. BOTOpONA. 


© Tsuneparype OTXORRAHI TAŻOB NopnIKA 12000, 


2. Ppeus, WorpesHoe Ina OxKCIŁ sarpyazm rpynayt ORHON Auen, 


Serpysse Tpynob m Omtrarenunue KUMSPU MOTHE "bor Staten 
Tonbko G AHOY CTODOZH CHOKA CWATHTONLHEX Tevet. D MOMERT co— 














H ETC 
2, TE 
è Ha vononaun« mpWr&reeworo opnoRTaposovuoro eer 
e n > Tp. yrat A 
EE pos Sus DAUER CHETAMASTDYRO? B Sach TE, 
Ha ropena 11,2 krp, yrepors pox twOpeTkieGyA d oie SKWOSTA OT TOMIEpALYNU, PDeMKORH ARS OINO TPY dn B waga 
AID. NWCJODOXA, A BA 2,8 Erp. BONODORA = 22,3 EDP, krojjopoxa, Hoe dog Gere re Goin npa TexHépalype B KaNspe CxKTEHMA 
Pete 1woperuuboka norptoyaren 51,8 Arp, Ste 5 14000 C, dyzet npoxemractch me gege 20 uinyT. 
4 „PS Topennt tryna c ag ch Date A-l,3 mozpetyaToR CKODOCTH Xuuohux moon (ete ED EE 
67,4 krp.RMGJIOpOrA Arer KOJEGŁCTRY KHOJHOpoX& Syxer coo THeTOTRO- D p d 
pale Pap ape arom es Sagara? Buwono Tp» Ozar pama Dr 
Badonoł coo Tan upozyktoB "tem poo yoaxtton NPE CANARIA BMSTEYÓW SOWOTpeHRM CHIPA 
Pm oagrgeg: 7B © NpOMJRORWTENBEOŻTYh 168 kYGOMGTpoB B 
Pert mapon 1 AP: x OJROBpeMYHNEA PaGoTa NBYX yoreHonqenümt BRETWIRTOpOB OO ecte — 
Pot £55". s Tupan, Donner Smee OFATUN KADU CRATAER n Wës 
ort 228,9 « SOPSSINUÉDRTDY p ëm, Cyma une 15000 C, npr yuzbrasshen 
. 288, Sarpysue mech, aus padon, mpurmías BO Bukalne D'ETH 
i TDOSME Onpexenennn Dpiuenn omnia senn se, 170 M GENTES 
UM 8.00 su OOOTKONERKEC: Rue Tpynon Tparzncc> Fe Gree 10-12 UmIYT, 
aaa oo Has proset ToRtmepniastontanne x ew OGOTO TENVOTDOU, 170 
ie ib: ` SOE mr OTOCOA XHNOBUK TAGOB DOTA paOTENI WüHOpuariyO woos 





E STOYTOTENK Tanne PATFDROFO Dien gen BAISO m Ga Qupuu 
H.Hpox ot 0 opge 1943 r, 

Bora npr owwuraumm oxsoro rpyna NONyWASTUA DpON/KIOB CB— POCZ YZ 
mum 285,3 iewer, YoIPORTb CNALHANGHNO YOTAROBEU RARNOMONpeDR GombmX KONEROCZA EON 
JAR UODENŁHNK YCHORIK TeMNEpATYNY OTĘOKTANE nponykron 5 Ween OÜPCESNERHZTHODWATBHOTO TOWIMDETYPHOPO vopanare a ée) 
Topende E KOMIE Gopopa tpzHuwaeu pento 4009 C, pw Bon TéWUe- razon, : 

Dän 79300, Wegen © ru? Topaze MOKOXS w DHOTuBeXeHgE puoieraB OneAye Te 


Ee AtvuSepaTypa B Kewepex OWETRREANDOTI€PRUBAN AGH Xe 15000 c. 


aaora 16d. —. 












d f/xrssarpysrs neus cpymeux w BOTY kengt e sonbM&tm Tpe- 
SoORazOCh je Goss B-x Mayr; 
2fGĘNOBOSKHKO B OXKy Nes KOPNO BAT PRS TECA ANOÍDRŐ OTARENI" 


Opueumupofowsd zpapuk onptresen$ Grenen mmm Bysóre Gegend) Zell 
€mtiawip mpymać fand Mix ApemątwowNkri Petax T/ NOTps6k0$ sun INS OwyTAMYE CAROD»3OnON SArpya ki 
4 saśliumsemu om mim nepamypa: — i en ut Cones 12 were, 


TakiM ode ox, NPA upyraccyTovsh DeGore cznraTenkyny 
! S Tere nponyokwas onoceńiooT. mr 3a 24 vaca mC TABLAS 
1 Term Äruschwmena 


24 4 S0/ A 1920 Tpynm. 
2 Term Cu werte LEM a 257 


























ik 
tk 

Se 3 Ze, Die SCH TpercereTenk BECNEDTHOŃ KONGOM 

| RE tun Aus pe 

E 1 VG Bos: ERneNep-kallop, rotar ZZ, /TERRRED/ 

2 
2 Humemap-ucsep,xotenv  — 
| Kann Ternin o BAY pm //TPIPOPSER/ 
amurca am RC RES . > 
Meuncpamypa £*C 

L 























Document 27: Technical expert report about the function of the con- 
centration camp Lublin’s cremation furnaces, drawn up by a subcom- 
mittee of the Polish-Soviet Investigative Commission. Source: GARF, 


7021-107-9, pp. 245-249. 
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Document 28: Kori Diagram J.-Nr. 9082 from 


Oct. 23, 1941: Delousing and Crematorium. 
Source: APMM, sygn. VI-9a, v. 1. 





Documents 


285 


J. Graf, C. Mattogno, Concentration Camp Majdanek 


























| Anordnung einer enea -Anlage -KORI- 
für die Entlausungsanstalt in Alt - Drewitz 




















Bin, den 5. Juli 1940 








Document 29: Kori Diagram J.-Nr. 9081 from June 5, 1940: Layout of a Kori Air-Heating Fa- 


cility for the Delousing Facility in Alt-Drewitz. Source: APMM, sygn. VI-9a, v. 1. 
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Document 31: Diagram of the POW Camp Lublin, drawn by the Central Building Office in 


August 1942, POW Camp Lublin. Disinfestation Facility. Building XII". Source: WAPL, sygn. 
Central Construction Office, 41, p. 4. 
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Document 32: Cost estimate from the company Ochnik, Nov. 18, 1942 
Source: WAPL, sygn. Central Construction Office, 145, p. 13. 
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Plan dostarczony przez Muzeum na Majdanku 











Document 33: “Project for the Irrigation, Drainage and Water Supply In- 
stallation in the Building of the Gas Facility in Lublin." Undated diagram 
by the company Ludwig Rechkemmer. Source: Z. Łukaszkiewicz, *Obóz 
koncentracyjni i zagłady Majdanek” (see Document 6), unnumbered page. 
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Document 34: 


Schematic of “gas chambers" I-IV, 
Soviet Investigative Commission. Source: GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 251. 
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Document 35: Plan of "gas chambers" V-VI, drawn by the Polish-Soviet 
Investigative Commission. Source: GARF, 7021-107-9, p. 251. 
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Document 36: Schematic of "gas chambers” I-IV, drawn by J.-C. Pressac. 
Source: Jean-Claude Pressac, "Les carences et incohérences du rapport 
Leuchter”, in: Journal J, December 1988, p. X. 
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Document 37 





Plan of the concentration camp Lublin. Source: Abraham 


Silberschein, Die Judenausrottung in Polen, Fifth series, Geneva, 1944, p. 


13. 
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Miejsce egzekucji 3 listopada 1943 r. — szkic wykonany przez J. Szczęśniewskiego 
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Document 38: Sketch by H. J. Szczesniewski, showing the sequence of the 
alleged mass execution of November 3, 1943. Source: T. Mencel (ed.), Ma- 
jdanek 1941-1944, Lublin: Wydawnictwo Lubelskie, 1991, unnumbered 
page. 
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a 


Photograph I: Lublin suburbs and the concentration camp Majdanek 
(which was no longer in operation at that time). Air photo taken by the 


Luftwaffe on September 18, 1944. Source: National Archives, Washington 
D.C., Record Group no. 373, Gx 12375 SD, exp. 69. 
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Photograph II: Concentration camp Lublin. ES from Pholograph 
I. Top right: detail shown enlarged on Photograph III; left: detail shown 
enlarged on Photograph V. 
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Photograph III: Concentration camp Lublin. Location of the old Cremato- 
rium (circle, bottom left) and of the Disinfestation Barracks 41 and 42 (cir- 


cle, top right). Enlargement from Photograph I. 
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> ADLER 5 





Photograph V: Concentration camp Lublin. Location of the new Cremato- 
rium (circle, top right) and of the "execution ditches” (circle, below left). 
Enlargement from Photograph I. 
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Photograph VII: Mobile oil-fueled Kori cremation furnace. (O C. Mattogno.) 
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Photograph IX: Barrack 42: Disinfestation chamber. (© C. Mattogno.) 
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Photograph X: Soviet soldier on the roof of the Drying Facility. The cap- 
tion at the bottom of the photo states: "Opening through which the sub- 
stance ‘Zyklon’ was poured into the gas chamber." In fact it was one of the 
two ventilation shafts of the "Drying Facility". Source: GARF, 7021-128- 
243, p. 7. 
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Photograph XI: Disinfestation facility, Barrack 41, Chamber I, 
opening in the ceiling. (© C. Mattogno.) 








Photograph XII: Disinfestation facility, Barrack 41, Chamber 
IL, opening in the ceiling. (© C. Mattogno.) 
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© Carlo Mattogno. 
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Photograph XIV: Disinfestation facility, Barrack 41, Chamber II, west wall. 
© Carlo Mattogno 
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Photograph XV: Disinfestation facility, Barrack 41, small window in wall of 
Chamber I. © Carlo Mattogno 











Photograph XVI, XVIa: Barrack 41, gas chamber, south door. In the left part of 
the door there are three latches which are inserted into the three corresponding 
hooks on the door frame via handles operated from the other side of the door 
(Photograph XVIa). © Carlo Mattogno 
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Photograph XVII: Barrack 41, gas chamber, north door. The inside of the door 
is marked by the typical discolorations that are also visible on the outside of the 
south door (Photograph XVIa); hooks for the latches are missing from the door 
frame, unlike on the frame of the south door (Photograph XVI). e Carlo 
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Photograph XVIII: Barrack 41, gas chamber, western opening in the ceiling. 
© Carlo Mattogno 
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Photograph XIX: Barrack 41, gas chamber, eastern opening in the ceiling. 
© Carlo Mattogno 











Photograph XX: Barrack 41, gas chamber, window in the east wall. 
© Carlo Mattogno 
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Photograph XXI: New Crematorium, alleged execution gas chamber, 
opening in the ceiling. (© C. Mattogno.) 











Photograph XXII: New Crematorium, alleged execution gas chamber. 
Door and window leading to the mortuary. (© C. Mattogno.) 
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Abbreviations 


Archiwum Panstwowego Muzeum na Majdanku (Archive of the State 
Museum in Majdanek) 

Archiwum Panstwowego Muzeum w Oświęcimiu (Archive of the 
Auschwitz State Museum) 

Gosudarstvenni Archiv Rossiiskoi Federatsii (State Archive of the 
Russian Federation, Moscow) 

International Military Tribunal (Trial of the Major War Criminals 
Before the International Military Tribunal: Nuremberg 14 November 
1945—1 October 1946) 

Tsentr Chranenija Istoriko-dokumental nich Kollektsii (Storage Cen- 
ter, Historical-Documentary Collection, Moscow) 

Wojewódzkie Archiwum Panstwowe w Lublinie (State Archive of the 
Vojvodship in Lublin) 

Zeszyty Majdanka 
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Germar Rudolf 


The Rudolf Report 


Expert Repon on Chemical and Technical Aspects 
of the ‘Gas Chambers’ of Auschwitz 


In the years after its first publication, the so-called Leuchter 
Report about the alleged gas chambers of Auchwitz and 
Majdanek has been subject to massive, and partly justified, 
criticism. In 1993, Rudolf, a researcher from the prestigious 
German Max-Planck-Institute, published a thorough forensic 
study about the alleged gas chambers of Auschwitz which 
irons out the deficiencies and discrepancies of the Leuchter 
Report. 

The Rudolf Report is the first English edition of this sensa- 
tional scientific work. It analyzes all existing evidence on the 
Auschwitz gas chambers and exposes the fallacies of various 
failed attempts to refute Rudolf’s Report. The conclusions are 
quite clear: The alleged gas chambers of Auschwitz could not 
have existed. 

In the appendix, Rudolf describes his unique persecution. 








“These scientific analyses are perfect.” H. Westra, Anne-Frank-Foundation, 


"[T]he report must be described as scientifically acceptable.” 
Dr. Henri Ramuz, Professor of Chemistry 


455 pp. A5, b/w & color ill., bibl., index; pb: $/€30.-/£20.-; hardcover: $/€45.-/£30.- 





HOLOCAUST Handbooks, Vol. 3: 
Jürgen Graf 


GIANT 


With Feet of Clay 


Raul Hilberg and his Standard Work on the “Holocaust” 


Raul Hilbergs major work “The Destruction of European 
Jewry” is generally considered the standard work on the 
Holocaust. The critical reader might ask: what evidence does 
Hilberg provide to back his thesis that there was a German 
plan to exterminate Jews, to be carried out in the legendary 
gas chambers? And what evidence supports his estimate of 
5.1 million Jewish victims? 

Jürgen Graf applies the methods of critical analysis to | 
Hilberg’s evidence and examines the results in the light of 
Revisionist historiography. The results of Graf’s critical 
analysis are devastating for Hilberg. 

Graf’s Giant With Feet of Clay is the first comprehensive 
and systematic examination of the leading spokesperson for the orthodox version of the Jewish 
fate during the Third Reich. 


160 pp. pb, 6"x9", ill., bibl., index, $/€ 9.95-; £7.- 
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Jiirgen Graf, Carlo Mattogno 
Concentration Camp 


Stutthoi 


and its Function 
in National Socialist Jewish Policy 


The concentration camp at Stutthofnear Danzig in western 
Prussia is another camp which had never been scientifically 
investigated by Western historians. Officially sanctioned 
Polish authors long maintained that in 1944, Stutthof was 
converted to an “auxiliary extermination camp” with the 
mission of carrying out the lurid, so-called “Final Solution to 
the Jewish Problem.” Now, Jürgen Grafand Carlo Mattogno 
have subjected this concept of Stutthoff to rigorous critical 
investigation based on Polish literature and documents from 
various archives. 

Their investigations lead to unambiguous conclusions about the camp which are radically dif- 
ferent from the official theses. Again they have produced a standard and methodical investigative 
work which authentic historiography can not ignore. 


122 pp. pb, 6" x9", b/w & color ill., bibl., index, $/€15.-/£10.- 








HOLOCAUST Handbooks, Vol. 5: 
Jürgen Graf, Carlo Mattogno 
Concentration Camp Jürgen Graf, Carlo Mattogno 


e Concentration Camp 
Majdanek Majdanek 
A Historical and Technical Study A Historical and Technical Studs 


Amazingly, little scientific investigation had been directed 
toward the concentration camp Lublin-Majdanek in central 
Poland, even though orthodox Holocaust sources claimed 
that between fifty thousand and over a million Jews were 
murdered there. The only information available from public 
libraries is thoroughly discredited Polish Communists 
propaganda. 

This glaring research gap has finally been filled. After 
exhaustive research of primary sources, Mattogno and Graf 
created a monumental study which expertly dissects and 
repudiates the myth of homicidal gas chambers at Majdanek. 
They also investigated the legendary mass executions of 
Jews in tank trenches (“Operation Harvest Festival”) critically and prove them groundless. 

The authors' investigations lead to unambiguous conclusions about the camp which are radi- 
cally different from the official theses. Again they have produced a standard and methodical 
investigative work which authentic historiography can not ignore. 


320 pp pb, AS, 6" x9", b/w & color ill., bibl., index, $/€25.-/£18.- 
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Don Heddesheimer 





Ding hund Akar Werl b T 


We all know = the suffering and death of Six Million 
Jews during the second world war was an event unparallelled 
in world history. But do we really? 

The First Holocaust is an extremely irritating book, 
because it proves us all wrong. Supported with many pub- 
lications from mainstream US media, in particular The New 
York Times, Don Heddesheimer provides the evidence to 
show that between 1916 and the late 1920s, mainly American 
Jewish organizations were claiming that up to six million 
Jews(!) would suffer terribly in poverty sticken Eastern 
Europe. 

In this context, it was claimed that eastern European Jewry would face a Holocaust if they did 
not receive massive aid. With such claims, millions of dollars were raised in the United States, 
which at the end were probably used to finance the Bolshevic revolution in Russia. 

This book is a key to understand the much more successful Holocaust propaganda which was 
unleashed during World War II. 


ca. 140 pp. pb., 6"x9", ill., bibl., index, $/€9.95-/£7.- 


HOLOCAUST Handbooks, Vol. 7: (August 2003) 
Arthur R. Butz 


The Hoax of Nunua 
Twentieth Century 


The Case Against the Presumed Extermination 
of European Jewry 


With his book Hoax of the Twentieth Century, A. R. Butz, 
Professor of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, 
was the first (and so far the only) writer to treat the entire 
Holocaust complex from the Revisionist perspective, in a 
precise scientific manner. This book exhibits the overwhelm- 
ing force of historical and logical arguments which Revision- 
ism had accumulated by the middle of the 70s. It was the 
first book published in the US which won for Revisionism 
the academic dignity to which it is entitled. It continues to 
be a major revisionist reference work, frequently cited by 
prominent personalities. 

Because of its prestige, no library can forbear offering The Hoax of the Twentieth Century, 
and no historian of modern times can ignore it. A “must read” for every Revisionist and every 
newcomer to the issue who wants to thoroughly learn about revisionist arguments. This issue is 
a revised version with a new preface. 


440 pp. pb, 6" x9", ill., bibl., index, $/€25.-; £18.- 
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Extermination. Camp 
or Transit Camp? 


Holocaust historians alleged that at Treblinka in East 
Poland, between 700,000 and 3,000,000 persons were mur- 
dered in 1942 and 1943. The weapons used were alleged to 
have been stationary and/or mobile gas chambers, poison 
gases of both fast acting and slow acting varieties, unslaked 
lime, superheated steam, electricity, diesel exhaust fumes, 
etc. Holocaust historians alleged that bodies were piled as 
high as multistoried buildings and burned without a trace, 
using little or no fuel. Graf and Mattogno have now analyzed 
the origins, logic and technical feasibility of the official ver- 
sion of Treblinka. On the basis of numerous documents they 
reveal Treblinka’s true identity: it was a transit camp. 

Even longtime Revisionism buffs will find a lot that is new 
in this book, while Graf’s animated style guarantees a pleasant reading experience. 

The original testimony of witnesses enlivens the reader, as does the skill with which the authors 
expose the absurdities of Holocaust historiography. 


ca. 432 pp. pb, 6"x9", ill., bibl., index, $/€25.-/£18.- 
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Germ ar Rudolf, Jürg en Graf Germar Rudolf, Jiirgen Graf 


Lectures nt: Holocaust Ig Pur 


Controversial Issues Cross Examined on the 
In 1992, German scholar Germar Rudolf held several H ol OC aust 


lectures at various academic societies in Germany. His 
topic was very controversial: the Holocaust in the light 
of new forensic findings. Even though Rudolf presented 
nothing short of full-fledged Holocaust Revisionism to the 
mainstream audiences, his aguments fell on fertile soil, 
because they were presented in a very pedagogically sensi- 
tive and scholarly way. This book is an updated version of 


these lectures, enriched by contributions of Swiss scholar J ke 

Jirgen Graf o 7 OTOM ENE 
The book’s style is unique: It is a dialogue between the Ooo sai Issues 

two lecturers on the one hand who introduce the reader to Crags Drank 

the most important arguments and counter arguments of 


Holocaust Revisionism—backed up with sources and ref- o? 
erences to further reading—and the reactions of the audi- 
ence to these presentations on the other hand: supportive, skeptical, and also hostile comments, 
questions and assertions. It reads like a vivid and exciting real-life exchange between persons 
of various points of view, a compendium of Frequently Asked Questions on the Holocaust and 
its critical re-examination. 

There is no better way to introduce readers unfamiliar with revisionism to this highly contro- 
versial topic. 





ca. 400 pp. pb, 6"x9", ill., bibl., index, $/€25.-/£18.- 


